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Date & Identify Your Family History Photos 

Reading list 

Bandy, G. (2022) Identifying Cap Badges: A Family Historian's Guide. Yorkshire: Pen & Sword Books 
Ltd. 

Gill, S. ASICI FRPS. (2021) Dating by Design 1840-1915. Norfolk: The Family History Partnership. 

Gill, S. ASICI FRPS. (2022) Dating by Design. Vol 2. Twentieth Century. Norfolk: The Family History 
Partnership. 

Lansdell, A. (1983) Wedding fashions 1860-1980. Aylesbury: Shire Publications Ltd. 
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Pols, R.  (1998) Dating Old Photographs. 2nd Ed. Birmingham: Federation of Family History Societies 
(Publications) Ltd.  

Pols, R. (1998) Looking at Old Photographs Their Dating and Interpretation. Berkshire: Countryside 
Books. 

Pols, R. (1998) Photography for family Historians. Bury: Federation of Family History Societies. 

Pols, R. (2002) Family Photographs 1860-1945. Kew: Public Record Office Publications. 

Pols, R. (2005) Dating Nineteenth Century Photographs. Bury: Federation of Family History 
Societies. 

Pols, R. (2005) Dating Twentieth Century Photographs. Bury: Federation of Family History Societies. 

Pols, R. (2011) Dating Old Army Photographs. Bury: Federation of Family History Societies. 

Pols, R. (2011) My Ancestor was a…Studio Photographer. A guide to sources for family historians. 
London: Society of Genealogists Enterprises Ltd. 

Pols, R. (2015) Victorians in camera: The World of 19th Century Studio Photography. Barnsley: Pen 
& Sword Books Ltd. 

Pols, R. (2016) Dating Old Photographs 1840-1950. Bury: Federation of Family History Societies. 

Pritchard, M. (1994) A Directory of London Photographers 1841-1908. Hertfordshire: 
PhotoResearch. 



 

2 of 5  © Ann Larkham 2023 All rights reserved 
 

Shrimpton, J. (2008) Family photographs & how to date them. Newbury: Countryside Books. 

Shrimpton, J. (2011) How to get the most from Family Pictures. London: Society of Genealogists 
Enterprises. 

Shrimpton, J. (2014) Tracing Your Ancestors Through Family Photographs: A complete guide for 
Family Historians. Barnsley: Pen & Sword Family History. 

Shrimpton, J. (2020) Fashion & Family History: Interpreting How Your Ancestors Dressed. Barnsley: 
Pen & Sword Books Limited. 

Storey, N. (2009)  Military Photographs & How to Date Them. Berkshire: Countryside Books. 

 

Tools 

Gloves 
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Equipment-Tools/Gloves/Lint-Free-
Gloves  

https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Equipment-Tools/Gloves/Nitrile-
Gloves    

Magnifying glass 
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Instruments/Microscopes-
Magnifiers/Large-Magnifying-Glass-P610-0045  

Pencils 
https://amzn.eu/d/fy8ohFy   

https://amzn.eu/d/2yaf0O2  

  
Digital callipers 

https://amzn.eu/d/gvBZI2o  

 
About MyHeritage Photo Dater 

https://www.myheritage.com/help-center?a=What-is-PhotoDatertm-and-how-does-it-
work---id--kRRrmbewQUyybCKZB-SYHw  
 
https://blog.myheritage.com/2023/08/introducing-photodater-an-exclusive-free-new-
feature-to-estimate-when-old-photos-were-taken/   

https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Equipment-Tools/Gloves/Lint-Free-Gloves
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Equipment-Tools/Gloves/Lint-Free-Gloves
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Equipment-Tools/Gloves/Nitrile-Gloves
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Equipment-Tools/Gloves/Nitrile-Gloves
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Instruments/Microscopes-Magnifiers/Large-Magnifying-Glass-P610-0045
https://www.preservationequipment.com/Catalogue/Instruments/Microscopes-Magnifiers/Large-Magnifying-Glass-P610-0045
https://amzn.eu/d/fy8ohFy
https://amzn.eu/d/2yaf0O2
https://amzn.eu/d/gvBZI2o
https://www.myheritage.com/help-center?a=What-is-PhotoDatertm-and-how-does-it-work---id--kRRrmbewQUyybCKZB-SYHw
https://www.myheritage.com/help-center?a=What-is-PhotoDatertm-and-how-does-it-work---id--kRRrmbewQUyybCKZB-SYHw
https://blog.myheritage.com/2023/08/introducing-photodater-an-exclusive-free-new-feature-to-estimate-when-old-photos-were-taken/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2023/08/introducing-photodater-an-exclusive-free-new-feature-to-estimate-when-old-photos-were-taken/
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10-step Photogenealogy Date & Identify method: 

1. Context 

As explained in the talk. 
 

2. Look for the obvious 

As explained in the talk. 
 

3. Photographic process 

Image Permanence Institute (2023) Graphics Atlas: Identifying photographic processes. 
http://www.graphicsatlas.org/ 

 

4. Photographic type 

National Museums of Scotland (----) Victorian Photographic Techniques 
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/stories/science-and-technology/victorian-
photography/victorian-photography/victorian-photographic-techniques/ 

  

Science & Media Museum (2011) How to spot a daguerreotype (1840s-1850s) 
https://blog.scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/find-out-when-a-photo-was-taken-identify-
daguerreotype-photography/   

 
A guide to popular film formats 
 https://thedarkroom.com/film-formats/  
  

5. Backs 

Photographers of Great Britain & Northern Ireland 1840-1940 (2023) Free downloads.  
https://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/more-info/downloads/  

 
Royal Photographic Society (2023) Researching Historical Photographers. 
 https://rps.org/resources/researching-historical-photographers/ 
  

Vaughan, R. (2005) Marion – Victorian Photograph Card Printers. 
 http://www.cartes.freeuk.com/dated/marion.htm 
  

National Library of Scotland (2012) Scottish Post office Directories. 
 https://digital.nls.uk/directories/  
  

University of Leicester (----) Historical Directories of England & Wales. 
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4 
 

EdinPhoto (----) Types and Dates of Postcards. 
 http://www.edinphoto.org.uk/0_PC_0/0_post_card_history.htm  

http://www.graphicsatlas.org/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/stories/science-and-technology/victorian-photography/victorian-photography/victorian-photographic-techniques/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/stories/science-and-technology/victorian-photography/victorian-photography/victorian-photographic-techniques/
https://blog.scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/find-out-when-a-photo-was-taken-identify-daguerreotype-photography/
https://blog.scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/find-out-when-a-photo-was-taken-identify-daguerreotype-photography/
https://thedarkroom.com/film-formats/
https://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/more-info/downloads/
https://rps.org/resources/researching-historical-photographers/
http://www.cartes.freeuk.com/dated/marion.htm
https://digital.nls.uk/directories/
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4
http://www.edinphoto.org.uk/0_PC_0/0_post_card_history.htm
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Fading Images (2016) Old Photographs - Real Photograph Post Cards – RPPCs. 
 https://www.fadingimages.uk/postcards.asp 
  

6. Fronts 

Victorian Image Collection (2023) Photographers of Great Britain & Ireland 1840-1940: Cartomania 
4: An Introduction to dating Cartes de Visite, Cartomania 6: Victorian Photographic Studio 
Backgrounds & Cartomania 8: Victorian Photographic Studio Furniture. 

 https://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/more-info/downloads/ 
  

7. Fashion 

FindMyPast (2020) Dating Old Photographs – Expert Q&A. 
https://youtu.be/VQOGmkiyQwc 

National Records of Scotland (2022) Using fashion to date old photos: Some hints & tips. 
https://youtu.be/YEWuf-fpLN0 

The Victoria and Albert Museum (2023) From the Collections.  
https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections.  

 
My Modern Met (2023) Illustrated Timeline Presents Women’s Fashion Every Year from 1784-1970. 

https://mymodernmet.com/womens-fashion-history/  

Caulton, G. (2009) Photo Detective: Facts from British Family Photographs 1901-1953. 
http://www.photodetective.co.uk/Index.html 

The Insider (2018) The most popular facial hairstyles over the last 200 years, and the fascinating 
history behind how beards have evolved. 
https://www.insider.com/evolution-of-facial-hair-2018-11 

FindMyPast (2011) Family photos: what are they wearing by Jayne Shrimpton. 
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/help/family-photos-what-are-they-wearing  

 
Shrimpton, J. (2023) Jayne’s Blog. 

https://jayneshrimpton.co.uk/blog/ 
 
Shrimpton, J. Family Tree Magazine Photo Corner.  

https://www.family-tree.co.uk/store/back-issues/family-tree-magazine/  
 
Shrimpton, J. Who Do You Think You Are? Magazine Picture Analysis. 

https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/magazine/  

8. Occasion 

As explained in the talk. 
 

https://www.fadingimages.uk/postcards.asp
https://www.cartedevisite.co.uk/more-info/downloads/
https://youtu.be/VQOGmkiyQwc
https://youtu.be/YEWuf-fpLN0
https://www.vam.ac.uk/collections
https://mymodernmet.com/womens-fashion-history/
http://www.photodetective.co.uk/Index.html
https://www.insider.com/evolution-of-facial-hair-2018-11
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/help/family-photos-what-are-they-wearing
https://jayneshrimpton.co.uk/blog/
https://www.family-tree.co.uk/store/back-issues/family-tree-magazine/
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/magazine/
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9. Photo combining 

As explained in the talk. 
 

10. Names to faces & faces to names 

Cooke, Lisa (2016) The Genealogy FAN Club Principle Overcomes Genealogy Brick Walls. 
 https://lisalouisecooke.com/2016/10/29/genealogy-fan-club/ 

Permanent Personal Digital Archive (----) Home page. 
https://www.permanent.org/   

We Are.xyz (2023) Home Page 
 https://weare.xyz/ 

SmugMug (2023) Home page. 
 https://www.smugmug.com/  

Brenner, L. (2023) Using Google Photo’s facial Recognition to Identify Old Family Photos. 
 https://www.hawk-hill.com/old-photos-facial-recognition/ 

Google Photos 
 https://www.google.com/intl/en_uk/photos/about/  

Amazon Photos 
 https://www.amazon.co.uk/b?ie=UTF8&node=12153286031  

Apple Photos 
https://www.apple.com/uk/ios/photos/  

Mylio 
 https://mylio.com/  

Adobe Lightroom 
https://www.adobe.com/uk/products/photoshop-lightroom/campaign/pricing.html  

Phototheca 
 https://lunarship.com/face-recognition/  

Related Faces 
 https://relatedfaces.com/  

 

 

Links in this document will take you to third-party websites. Ann Larkham is not responsible for the content 
of these websites or any malicious software they may contain. The websites were last accessed in April 2024. 

Links to specific products are given as examples only, not recommendations. 

Ann Larkham does not have any affiliation with any platforms, products or suppliers 
other than free or paid accounts for the purposes of evaluation. 
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