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FUTURE MEETINGS

The following talks have been arranged:

18th Sept Was your Ancestor Really Married?
A talk by Colin Chapman

16thOct  The History of West Middlesex University Hospital
A talk by Margaret Black

20thNov 60 Paddy 6 GioTaeslrish iotheVBatish Army

18th Dec  Christmas Partywith talk to be arranged

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month ratialgiee Hall,
Montague Road, Hounslow, and doors open at 7.1Bamking is available
adjacent to the HalResearcimaterial such as indexasd reference books,
exchange journals fromther societies and a bookstailll, of whichcan be
browsed between 30pm and 10pntalks take place between 8 and 9pm
tea/coffee, cold drinks, biscuits are ats@ilableat meetings

Thursday 18 December

All past and present members of the Society

are invited to join us for our

25th Anniversary Get-together
on Thursday 18 December

We look forward to seeing you all.

GUNMAKERS & ALLIED TRADES

8500+ surnames. A collection of information about gunmakers working
in the UK before 1901. Sources: parish records, trade directories,
censuses, Board of Ordnance records, London Gunmakers’ Company
registers etc. SAE essential. Additional information welcome.

Stan Cook, 20 Cautley Close, Quainton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4BN

cookgunfh@btinternet.com
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NEWS ROUNDUP

Ealing Library

Ealing Library has recently announced that they now have on microfilm the
following Parish Registers fagkcton St Mary: Baptisms 1539936;

Marriages 1564.946; Burials 156d4.963. Ealing Local History Centre,
Central Library, 103 Ealing Broadwy Centre, London W5 5JY, tel20

8567 3656 ext 37,-mail: localhistory@hotmail.com

General Register Office

The Gerrral Register Office published the leagraited Consultation
Document <called ACi vil Registration:
setsdownthe@Gver nment 6s proposed changes t
the Civil Registration Service in EnglanddaWales by means of a
RegulatoryReform Order. There are sections in the document which will
Osevafrtkeégt o family historians. Respo
made no latethan October 23 and sent to: Lorraine Cole, Civil Registration
ReviewConsltation, Room 126, General Register Office, Smedley Hydro,
Trafalgar Road, Sdghport, Merseyside PR8 2HH, aih
regidration.reMew@ons.ge.ukAn electronic version of the document

(which is 350 pages long but only relevant passages need be afcassed

be read or downloaded free from the following websites:
www.statistics.gov.uikegistration www.ukonline.gov.uér printedout

copies can be obtained from the above address priciei@ques payable to

ONS) or ordered over the phone with a credit caet, @151 471 4514.

Guildhall Library

Work on the Manuscript Store is now finished so manuscript research
material is now fully available, but due to ongoing work on the new building
entrance, some printed books will be unavailable until Antd003, so it
would be best to check with the Library before a visit.

Museum of London

The 38th London and Middlesé\rchaeological Society Local History

Conference takes place on SaturdaNl®v e mb er o rLunatibke t h e me
London"and will deal with lunatic asylums and the treatment of the mentally

ill in London in the past. The Conference runs from 10am to 5pm, £5 to non
LAMAS members; applications for tickets to: Local History Conference, 36
ChurchRoad, West Drayton, Middx VB7PX

National Archives (PRO)
Now available at the National Archives Kew is a series of indexes to holders
of passports, Record Series PO 612/, t he Foreign Of fic
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Dept and Passport Office: PassporgReers Indexes of Names 185916
(exduding 185373). These also give the serial number and date of issue of
each passport.

Avail able in the Microylm Reading RO
records. Record Series WO 117 relates to pension admission books for
pensions awarded to soldidos long service between 1823 and 1920

Al so available is the collection of
WO 400, containing surviving service records of officers and men who
servedn the Life Guards, Royal Horse Guards and Household Battalion
betweenl1799 and 1920.

From 6 October to2November: exhibition at Kevw’he March of the
Womenfeaturing unique material from the archives on the early 20th
century womeno6s suffrage movement b6 i
police files and private caespondence showing how much the issue divided

the nation.

Diary Dates 2003

Sunday 7 SeptemberKent Family History Fair, Market Hall, Barker Road,
Lockmeadow, Mai dst elD@stallsKage tabpark.fBar ge s

Tuesday 16 September (Zpm) and Wednesday 3 Decembg©9.30am to
4pm): Staff from the General Register Office, Southport will visit the

Family Records Centre in London for an Open Forum to acquaint users with
the work processes at Southport and try to resolve queries regarding the
cetificate production process.

Saturday 20 September PRO Open Day, with themendercoverArchives!
Espionage, codebreaking, hatdstories from the Archives. 48+4pm. Free

Saturday 18 October:Meeting of theEAST/ESTE FHS at the Gailey Hall,
Christ Churt, Redford Way, Uxbridge, a few minutes from the station.
10am4pm(AGM andlunch 122). Enquiries to June Lines, 45 Windsor
Road, London W5 3UP, dnttp://freepags.genealogy.rootswebcom/~eastfh

Sunday 19 October Eastleigh Family History Fair, Flemirigark Leisure
Centre, PassfielAvenue, Eastleigh, Hampshire, 10&mm. Up to 150
Stalls.

Saturday 1 November:West Surrey FHS Open Day, Woking Leisure
Centre, Kingfield Road, Woking, 10am~43®. Society research material
eg. Surrey Parish Registers, Mage Index, Poor Law Index, M1Soldiers,
War Memorials, Land Tax,891 &1901 censuses for rural Surrey etc. plus
many stalls. Further details tel. 014835523;www.wsfhsorg

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 4 SEPTEMBER 2003



Saturday 1 November. 11am2pm, Public Debate at National Archives,
Kewbasedao or i gi nal documents of womenoads
violencein protest as opposed peaceful persuasiofib, £4 conc

Saturday 8 November:At National Archives, Kew, 11am, ta{lrbout 2

hourg: A Captive British PrisGmmums of Wo
During WW1 approximately 190,000 British and Commonwealth soldiers

were held as PoWs. Opportunity to examine original service records to find

out mae about the experiences of PGWom capture, through life in the

camps to escape or relea8dmssion free, tel. 020 83 92 526Hbook.

Sunday 16 NovemberEast Anglia Family History Fair, St Andrews Hall,
StAndrewsPlain, Norwich, 10ardpm.

WMFHS NOTICEBOARD

DEATH OF ANNIE WEARE

We very much regret to announce the death after a long illnéssyadr
member Annie Weare, who for some time has been holder of the Times
Divorce Index, which despite living in Australia she has made available to
postal enquiries from WMF8 members. We have no information at present
about the future of the Index, baidll pass this on to members as soon as it
comes to hand.

CERTIFICATE COURIER SERVICE

The charge for certificates obtained through the courier service is £8.50.

Please supply the FULL reference as given in the index, i.e. name, year,

quarter, district, valme and page. | do check the reference you have

supplied and appreciate that sometimes the page numbers are difficult to

read if using a fiche. Unwanted certificates or copies of certificates which

arest i |l wanted are al wayabasev@/lhen o me f or
applyingplease quote your membership number and make your cheque

payable to m¢not WMFHYS); all payments must be sterling. S.A.E.s

appreciated.

Putting Them on the Database (with a few additional activities

What is she talking abouthkear you cry! Well,d leXplain, and at the same
time tel you how running the WMFHS Courier Service can have some
interesing and enjoyable sideffects!

I live in Chiswick, my Mother is in a nursing home in Devon and Frank
Gregory, who maintains the WNHS certificate database, lives in
Bridgwater, Somerset. To enable Frank to put the details on the database, |
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need to mail or give him copies of the certificates | have obtained for
members as part of the Courier Service. Shortly after our meeting Frank
sends me back the copy certificates and a list of what has been input and |
currently filethe copies in lever arch filedour for Births, six for Marriages
(filed under groom as wehs brid¢ and two for Deathswhich are kept in

my spare bedroom. | @dave a file of original certificates donated by
members. Here are some vital statistics about the database so far:

There are 3900+ certificatésot confined to the I/VMFHS area) on the
database, comprising: 1,6Births; 1,333 Marriages; 902 Deaths

| amhappy to search the files for members on receipt of an SAE but please
bear in mind that if you have ordered or donated certificates these names will
be included. | really started this database as a basis for the future but | am
happy for it to be tappedww. If we hold an original certificate you would

like, these are for sale at £3 with funds obviously going to the Society.

We (Gillian - F r a n k & Brankand J@ormally meet at Podmore, a

service area on the A303 in Somerset, but for our most reesting |
suggested a change. Long Sutton alassen a delightful village- and we

went on to nearby Muchelney Abbey which has a most enthusiastic curator:

AFor well over 800 years men trying
Benedict worked and prayed thve Great Island of Muchelney on the

Somerset Levels which W lIliam the Co
floodsof D 8 6 O . ]t was most interesting an

Church of St Peter and St Paul built by the abbots of the Abbey. Thagé has
amazing Tudor painted ceilirapd stained glass from aroun20D AD.
Unf ort unat eHoyse dppositebRilt in BG3t wasnot open.

Afterwar ds wakatlve &ose and @rovyat neadg Hish

Episcopi. Frank and Gillian had last bea the pub thirty years ago and told
tales of how in those days customers served themselves and paid afterwards:
they often wondered how the staff kégbs on who had had what. 1603

we were served in person, and as well as having interesting chiatsowie

of the locals, we met the owner, Mrs Pittard, who is 80 and looks much
younger Apparently the ownership ge@lown through the female lindéwo

of herdaughters were helping. Eli was her father and there are photographs
ofhimand of h é&wo brothers klledrindtree First World War; no
photohowever of her mother, but she is thinking of finding one. We decided
thatkeeping a pub is obviously a healthy activity.

In amongst all this sightseeing | did remember to give Frank the copy
certificates for inputting and we have decided that all future meetings should
have another interest. Frank is thinking hard about this.

Valerie J. Walker (Miss), 32 Cumgton Street, Chiswick.ondon W4 5EN
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THE HEDGES AND SAUNDERS FAMILIES IF HILLINGDON
Alan King

My cousin George WILSON who lives in Edinburgh has carried out
extensiveesearchon our mutualgrandot her 6 s family tree
(mainly SOMERVILLE anal VEITCH in Edinburgh and the Borders). In

May 2000 heasked men to investigate our grarfdt her 6 s ( Char |l es
HEDGES) family tee, as | now live in Sheppertanly some thirteen miles
fromgrandfatre r 6 s b iatrYtevissieyl, Hilingdon, Middsex. And so |
becamenooked on Family History!

My father(now deceasedwas Polish, which makes his family vetifficult
to resarch, so 1 concentrate on thEBIGES family, towhich | belong via
my mother, born Margaret Jenny HEDGES. MEDGES male ancestors
were mainly labourers (agricultural, genelkalckmaking who noved from
Buckinghamshirdderkshire to Hillingdon irlMiddlesex probably sometime
before 1869, in which year my great grgedndfather Wliam HEDGES
was married in Hlingdon. My particular linghen broke the labouring
pattern by becoming soldiemgreat grandfathernest James EDGES,
born in Hillingdon in 1872, did three years aBravate Soldier in the
Grenadier Guards, worked in the local Brickfields ésbmurerfemperer,
was recalled from the Reserve and died at sea on hibagkyfrom theBoer
War. My grandfather Charles William HEDGES was diso in the
Hillingdon area, became a Trumpeter in the Life Guardssanded in
World War One briefly in Francgut mainly at Combermei@arracks,
Windsop. 1-le married my Scottish grandmothdenny Reidsamerville
VEITCH, in Windsor on 2 January 1919. My mother was bamiwindsor
and the three of them moved about Christmas 1920 to Ediniaingte most
of my many HEDGES relativegincluding my 83year oldmothe) still live
today. | was brought up in the Edinburgh area but lateked in the Civil
Service in London and retired to Shepperton, Middiaése094.

In more detail, my HEDGES main line is: JOohBBPIGES, my 3)great

grandfather, probably born around 180 earliest of my Hedges

discovered so far with a reasonably wekbicumented link to my current

family. 1 recently learned via the Internet that there were two earlier John
HEDGES, apparently father and son, born in Cookham, Berkshire circa
17478 and 1B5-75, but | have no proof yet as to whether or not they were
ancestors/ relatives of John, although he seems to come from that geographic
area. My John Hedges was probably the one in the 1851 Census in Upton
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cum Chalvey: Upton and Chalvey are two old districts of Slqoghe in
Buckinghamshire, now in Berkshire on the border with Buckinghamshire
andnear to Middlesexj; Upton still appears on my modern Road Atlas. The
family, living at 3 Liddiards Yard, Uptoaum Chalvey (then still in Bucks

in 1851 was as follows

John HedgesHead, age 48, Labouré&o born circa 1802/3, within the
sametimeframe as | had previously guessed

Sarah HedgesWife, 47
James Hedges, Son, 18, Labourer

William Hedges, Son, 15, Laburer(so born circa 1835/ 6, within the right
timeframe for my 2xgreat grandfather, belgw

Sarah HedgespPaughter, 9
Henry Hedges,Son, 5

Unfortunately no place of birth is given for any of the family. The

occupations the same as for my William addhn and the other forenames

are all useaften for subsequent HEDGES of mine, although they are all

very commorforenames and occupations. | first discovered my John when

he appeareddmi s son Wil | i a86bommrrigygentymv e mber
Hillingdon? which gave his occupation as Labourer. He may be the John
Hedges who marrieBarah RADB@RN in Stanton Siohn, just outside

Oxford, in 1830(recently discovered onww.familysearclorg).

William HEDGES, my 2x great grandfather:

Date of birth: 1835 (hisage s gi ven as 6560 in the
but 6 6 8)flade of bithdrOmi later censuses: Colnbrook, Bucks. In
response to anmail plea, Buckinghamshire Record Office kindly searched

in the St Thomas Colnbrook Baptisms for 18B0but foundo trace of

Wil |l i am. However they did find some
in Burnham, Bucks in August 1832. My own research has revealed that he
married Charlotte COTTRELL on 22 November 1869 at St John the Baptist
Hillingdon. | assume thi&amily were in Hillingdon in the 1871 census as

William married there and his son Ernest James was born there in 1872. |
have not yet found the family among the many William HEDGES in the

1881 census index. However, in the 1891 and 1901 censuses Williansan
family were in Hillingdon, in 1891 living inFalling Lane. William died on

1. Buckinghamshire Record Office, Census Folio/Schedule Ref. 379/26
2. StJohn the Baptist Parish Register; Marriage Certificate
3. RG 12/1019£.78 p.2
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13March1 906 age 07 30, ofRalling Eaae, Hillingdarb e r er 6
informant was his married daughter Mrs Amy HAYWOOD,; he was buried

March 1906 in PublicGrave@3 i n Hi Il l i ngdon Cemet er )
occupations wer d€from lEsel®66 mariage ceatificgtel r e r 0
O0Bri ck (flomdadghte 6 Amy 6 s 1867 -BhewdsbhornCer t i f
in Chalvey, Slough; a& Fm L a ffronuhisdeath Certifica)e

William and Charl otteds four childre
1. Charles Edward HEDGES,buried 18 June 1891 in Hillingdon, age.

2. Harry HEDGES, possibly the Henryof the Workhouse, a Carman, of
Hillingdon Easj buried 12 June 1901 in plot B18 at Hillingdon
Cemetery age 3&o0 born c. 862/3.

3. Amy (Harriet) HEDGES: in the 1901 Hillingdon Census age 34, Cook,
Domestic, Singléprobably married a Mr HAYWOOD SeptemidE304,
Uxbridge

4. Ernest James HEDGESmy great grandfathgrborn11 November
1872 d Royal Lane, Hillingdon. On his birth certificate his father is
givenas Wil liam Hedges, 0Ground Labou
formerly COTTRELL, resident in Royal Lane. Ernest was baptised on
12 January 1873 at St Matthews, Yigey, and perhapstahded St
Jo h nGhwech School in what is now the Village Hall in Royal Lane.

After a spell as a Brickmaker, Ernest joined the Army. He was attested
(joinedup6 January 1891 f or(sidg,and9wearsis wi t I
the Reserve It took me ovewyaar to find out which regiment he was in but

then was able to apply for informian to Regimental Headquartérsam

now lucky enough to have Jhges of Grenadier Guards documents, which
give a good description of him and his Army Service, for exaniipld.e i g ht
5feet 9 and 10th indhes, Weight 141 Ibs; Chest@ihches/3%zinches;
Complexion: fresh; Eyes and Hair: brown; Religion: C of E; Distinctive

marks: none". Ernest was a Grenadkrnivate in the Ist Batalion until 2

January 1894, them Brickmaker(Tempereyin Civvy Street(but, crucially,

still on the Reserves Listl was pleased to find the interesting long article in
Hillingdon FHS Magazine of March0R1 giving details of the harsh

working conditions in the Brickfields around Hillingdoma related periods

of unemployment and poverty. It seems great grandfather had a tough job.

Ernest married Nellie SAUNDERS on 30 August 1897 at Uxbridge Register

4. Regimental Headquarters, Grenadier Guards, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk,
London SWIE6HQ, tel. 020 7414 3282, e-mail rhqgrengds@yahoo.co.uk
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Office. At that time they were resident in Edith Cottages, Hillingdon East.

Nellie wasborn 12 January 1877 in Bourne End, Wooburn, Bucks. Her birth
certificate shows her as ONellyd but
Saunders. Her father was John SAUNDERS, resident in Bourne End, a
Fireman in a Foundry. | suspect he was the John SAERIPIn the 1901

Hillingdon census shown as age 49, born in Wooburn, although that John
wasannmdr esser 6.

Unfortunately, after five of the scheduled nine years in the Reserve, on 26
December 1899 Egast was recalled to Army Seéce because of the Boer

War. He was posted this time to the 2nd Battalion of the Grenadier Guards
and tragically died of enteric fev@iyphoid) on 2 July 1900 at sea on board
SS Bavarian on his way back from the War. He was probably buried at sea.
He was posthumously awarded treuth Africa Medal with 2 Clasps: for

Cape Colony and Grange Free State. He seems to have caught tikéoid
thousands of othersnly a few months after arriving in South Africa. This

left his widow Nellie with threélater four!) young children to bringp:

1. Agnes Nellie SAUNDERSbaptised 28 December 1894 at St John
Hillingdon, while her mother Nellie Saunders was in the Workhouse.
Agnes Nellie was later renamed Margaret Agnes Hedges and died as
Mrs BEESON in Woking, Surrey in 1978; | remember gaant
Maggiewell, having spent several summer holidays with her and her
husbandArthur, whom she married in the last quarter of 1920 in the
Guildfordar ea. He was nicknamed ABasher
Railways.

2. Charles William HEDGES, my grandfatherborn 6 March 1898 in
Hillingdon.

3. John James HEDGEShorn 19 January 1900 in Stepney. He moved
after his marriage to Bristol; he 1
marriedMiss COCKE in the last quarter of 1923 in Wandsworth
District.

Later greagrandmother Nellie had a fourth child to cope with:

4. Lily May HEDGES, baptised at St John Hillingdon, born 24 May 1903
in ColhamGreen, mother Nellie marked in the Parish Register with a
AP0 (Pauper), no father recorded. |
LANGTON in the third quarter of 1928 in the Uxbridge District.

Widow Nellie appears with her children in the 1901 Hillingdon census as a
Laundry Domestic/\e8sherwoman, and she lived in the area until her death.
According to a medal receipt from the Grenadieiards, in 1903 Nellie was
living in Chapel Landvirtually an extension of Colham Green Lane
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Hillingdon. On the 1910 Valuation List a Mrs Hedges is shown on her own,
i mplying a Widow, as the Occupier
Green. The anral valuation was £5, rateable value £4; the cottage was
owned by Samuel ROBERTS, of Colnbko(interesting, in view of my»x2
great grandfat her Wibtlodk). Tehenl9theWdogt eesros
List" also includes Nellie Hedges of Chapel Lane, ColhageGragain on

her own; as women did not get the full WMeéte until 1919, Nellie could

only vote in Parochial Elections in Hillingdon until then.

| also have an intriguing
photographtakenabout
1918 in a gardeng

note on the hack of
which indicateghat
Nellie (or perhaps
Charlotte, her Hedges
motherin-law) lived
then at 2.aurence
Villas, Old Farm Road,
WestDrayton,
Middlesex. lunderstand
thatLaurence Villas
wasdestroyed by WW?2
bombing, | recognise
my grandfather (in
Army uniform) in the
photobut am not sure of
theothers (possibly his
mother Nellie and
grandmother Charlotte,
plus a mystery man with
a moustache!).

Mrs Nellie Hedges died
on 17 July 193l at 5
Violet Terrace, Colham
: g Green(Violet Terrace
GEATIDER™ St : " still exists, at least in
o " . ~ part, in Colham @en
My grandfather Charles William Hedges (in Roag. The mform"_’mt
uniform) with probably his mother Nellie (front ON the death certificate

left) and his grandmother Charlotte. wasT.JA. Langton
i s o iaw,ioff8 Ponds

..z~_.- -
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Cot ages, Col hamshturiesl atiilingdoil elbt HC9eorOR a
July 1931 age 54, so survived her husband Ernest by 31 years. What a
tremendoustrugde she must have had to bring up her kids, even with the
assistance afearby inlaws (with whom my grandfather was living in the
1901 censysBut perhaps she had some support from thiaisanknown
father of hedaughter Lily?

Charles William HEDGES, mygrandfather, was born 6 March 1898 at

Colham Green Lane and baptised at St Matthews, Yiewsley. His birth
certificate(the one originally provided by my cougivas the starting point

of my research. Colham Green Lane probably became the present Colham
Green Road, about three miles north of what is now Heathrow Airport.

Which schools did he attend? Not St Matthews School, Yiewsley:

Hillin gharn FHS members kindly doultbecked for me but could find no
HEDGES at all in the St Matthews Admissions Registeh&es he went to
Stbhnds Chur ch Sc(anotier looserend®bich &nhightL a n e
investigate via Schaw Record$. | do know from 2 invaluable pages of

Army documents obtained from the Household Cavalry Museum in

Wi n d s o froin age AGahe attendeéhe Newport Market Army Training
School, at 7420burg Row, Westminstéwhich although now demolished |
suspectmah ave been near todaydéds Coburg
SWI1). My AuntBeatrice(Bebgs ays grandf at her sang
as a bg: if so thiswas probably whilsat the Army school. After'@years at

the school Charlgsined he Life Guards on 1March 1912 at age 14 as a
Musician(Trumpetey.

At the Household Cavalry Museum, where | was greatly assisted by Chris
Hughes, the Assiant Curator, | saw their magnificent display of uniforms
and memorabilia: today the Household Cavalry Regiment consists of the
Life Guads(red jackets and black thigtoots when on guard at e. g.
Horseguard®arade in Witehal) and the Blues and Roydlslue tunic$.
Granddad wasene of the red jackets and | have a htintkd photograph of
him lookingvery young in the fulbutfit: shiny breastplate, kndength

black boots and | | . Charles William Hedgesbéb
at the Museumhewas in the &d Life Guards his Army number is also

given andAttestation Date 11 March 1914so he had just turned J14
Musician(that he was a Trumpeter is given later on his marriage certjficate
Theledger also showed that he was awarded thd 88dr Medal, which
meanshe went to France in October/ November 1@irder age at 16 he

5. Household Cavalry Museum, Combermere Barracks, St Leonards Road, Windsor,
Berks SL4 3DN tel.01753 755112
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told thefamily he lied about his age
to get to thaNar). Although he was
only in France for @ouple of months,
Aunt Bebe says he wa$ellshocked
andsuffered nightmares forears
from his harrowing experiences,
including having to shoot deserters.
However, my research throws doubt
onthis, although he may have
witnessedshocking events.

Hi s Army record
marriedJanet Reid VEITCH on@
January 1919 atVindsor Register
Office, i.e. a couple ainonths after

My grandmother (Mrs Jenny
Reid Hedges (née Veitch) in
1919.

WW1 endedGrandmother was a
Private inthe Q.M.A.A.C.- Queen
Maryoés Army Auxiliar
(formed 1917 and disbanded
(71919, in some ways it was a
precursor oi the NAAFI. A\rmy
Coundl instructionpublished 1917
approved théormation of this
Corps toeffect the substitution of
RS e e sescaesed Wwomen for soldiers in certain
Charles William Hedges in Lifeguards employments it speedilyjustified
uniform c1912, aged 14. its existence and tH@ueen gave

AT
i
AR
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her name to it in 1928 She served isn the Officer

Grandfather told Aunt Bebe he had played the trumpet at the first ever
Remembrance Service at the Albert Hall: presumably in November 1919, a
year after the War ended. He also claimed to have played in front of the King
and Queen as they dined.

At my request the Household Cavalry Museum dug deeper and discovered
other records of Charles William, under a new Army number, assigned to

him after his return from France. These provided a description of him in

1912: Height 4 feet Zkinches! Weight B7 IbsComplexion: fresh; Eyes

andHair: brown. He served a totaf 8 years and 307 daysnly 55 days of
whichwere in France In July 1914 he obtained a First Class Certificate of
Education and as well as the Star Medal was also awarded the British War
andVictory Medals(known collectively as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred). He

suffered badly from rheumatism in France and was shipped home on the SS
SrAndrew after a spell in hospital. His trumpeting days appear to have
endedwhen he was supplied with denturesin12@ nf i r mi ng Aunt
talet hat he had | ost his fAembouchur emer
differentpositions of the lips etaevhile playing wind instruments.

Charles leftthe Armyon® December 1920 and fiemigr
with his Scottish wie and their child: my mother Maaget Jenny HEDES,

born at Windsor 2 December 1919. Despite a somewhat volatile

relationship they had seven more children in Scotland. Mother grew up in

and around Edinburgh and married my father when he was statiomednthe

WW?2 (in the Free Polish division of the British Army, having escaped from

France at the time of Dunk) ; | arrived on the scenet2November 1943.

Grandfather had several occupations in and around Edinburgh, including
coal miner, bus conductor, Umaepresentative, insurance agent, public
parks attendant. He and &k worked together in the 1958sPilton Park,
Edinburgh- 1 well remembehaving free goes at the puttingranddad wore
a policetype uniform, which helped keep the local boisterkids in order.

Charlef6 ol d Charl i ed, as hepwaswaieak nown be
character the epitome of the educatéaut quarrelsomeworking class.

When | was a nipper, he used to test me with all sorts of puzelegeric
andalphabeti¢ whilst puffing on his Capstan fuBtrength cigarettes,

drinking mugs of wickedly strong tea and toasting his feet at the roaring coal

fire in their rented tenement home in Edinburgh. He enjoyed a good

argument anevas particularly involved in his Trade Uniortiaties. My

6. Vol.13 p.35 “The Great War the Standard History of the All-European Conflict”,
ed. H-W. Wilson, publ. By Amalgamated Press Ltd 1919
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feisty Scottishgran used to complain about the Union dragging him out to

deliver pamphletstc. for hours on end but never supporting him when he

needed i{e.g. notvisiting him when he was sitkNevertheless, | do recall

him declaiming tane (and anyone else within earshbis views on all sorts

of topics, politicaland philosophical. Grandnf@ aul d Jenny 6) was
great character, worthyf a Hi st ory al l her own, b
George to follow up heiamily tree.

Charles Wiliam died 17 years before his wife Jennie on 13 January 1970
aged 71, at Edinburgh Infirmary, from Pneumonia, probably brought on by
his Motor Neurone Disease.

| am continuing my research into the HEDGES and SAUNDERS families of
Hillingdon and would belelighted to hear from anyone who thinks they may
be related to them or the other Surnames mentioned above.

Alan King, 13 Western Drive, Shepperton, Middlesex TW17 8HJ
e-mail: diankay@aol.om

HELP!

This service is free to members of WMFHS (please quater membership
number when writing). In order to ensure that your appeal is published
correctly and is clear to other readers, please make entries clear and
concise, give all personal and place names in BLOCK CAPITALS, and all
dates in full. Entries fromnon-members can be accepted, at a rate of £3.00
for up to ten lines. Payments must be in Sterling only, with cheques made
payable to WMFHS.

HOPE/CONDRON

Great uncle CHARLES GEOREHOPE appears in the 1881 ar@dl
censuses as a Beer Keeper alGAMRPENTERS ARMS, 54 LOWER
MARSH, LAMBETH. Can anyone tell me where | can get any information
about the public house or if there is a website about them?

Also seeking the whereabouts in the 1871 census of THOMAS CONDRON,
his wife ANNE, daughter AGNE@8ny great grandmothégiand possibly son
FREDERICK WILLIAM. In 1861 they were in DORNEY,
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE and in B81-1891 they were living in CHELSEA. |
would be most grateful for any information and would refund any costs and
postage.

Mrs Helen Stacey, 3 The Nlands, Wallington, Surrey SM69J
Email: nell.stacey@btopenworld.com

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 15 SEPTEMBER 2003



METAL BOX COMPANY

Looking for any information on the Metal Box Company which was in
Perivale or Acton. My grandmother SARAH CLARA NIXEY
(HEADFORD) worked there and lost two of her fingers in a machine
accident, possibly during or after the War. Are there any records still in
existence? Any information appreciated.

Mrs Janet Hobbs, 4 Kings Farnahe, Winkleigh, Devon EX19 8HFeail:
janet h@lineonen&

Would any member of the Society know of a house in Kensington with a
plaster face of a man in helmet and moustache which can be seen from the
road. This appeared in bdaoon London, now out of priatl have tried
Kensington Library without successt also appeared in an ITV programme
some ¥ years ago but no success with ITV either. The grandson of the
family who originally owned the house appeared in the programme and said
the facewas that of Kaiser Wilhelm Il who stayed there before WW1 and
gave hefamily a gift bearing his crest.

T.E. Warner, 26 Hilary Road, Shepherds Bush, Londo2 0B
HELP OFFERED
COURLANDER/HART/JACOBSON/WULFS ON

| am researching my Family history and have a range of copies of
documentstelating to the following families:

NORTON COURLANDERJeweller and Mayor of Richmon®30-31.
Married AMELIA WULFSON; LOUIS COURLANDER married
GERTRUDE HART; ANNIE COURLANDER married LEVY
JACOBSON.

Plus other family members who lived in the WEST MIDDLESEX area, e.g.
HART (and KIRBY, EDMONTONareq.

In particular, | have copies of the naturalization papers for Norton and Louis
Courlander. My great great grandfather HENRY HART was a guarantor in

1897 for Norbn and knew him from the earl17 Os . Louis Cour |l
daughter ANNIE JACOBSON née CMRLANDER was a niece of my great

great grandmother AMELIA HART.

Should any member of the Society want copies of the various documents
plus any additional new ones as my research progresses, | would be happy to
send them.

Dr Phillip Kirby, 21 Highfield Clog, Thorpe St Andrew, Norwich, Norfolk
NR7 ORQ
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FROM ANCESTORS TO DESCENDANTS Eileen Johnson

In September 2002 | organised the second MEERING famitpgether in
Oxfordshire, but my story begins twenty years earlier 9821

Having beerucky enough to have very early retirement, | pursued a new
hobby, tracing my ancestors, and eventually their descendants.

My maiden name is MEERING, an unusual name and so, you would think,
easy enough to trace, but no, it proved quite difficult. | wakédto be able

to trace my descent from the MERYNG family who lived in the hamlet of
Meering on the banks of the Rivereht in Nottinghamshire until5B4, but

so far have been unable to find a connection. Meering is now a deserted
mediaeval village site.

When in September 1982 | started a genealogy evening class given by
WMFHS member Eileen Stage | knew very little about my ancestors other
than:

| . Grandfather had been born in Chiswick Police Stafidater discovered
it was not Chiswick but Islewtr Police Station!)

2. His parents had died young.
3. He had two younger sisters and a brother who died as a child.

Along the way | looked at census returns and bought copies of grandfathers
(George Harry MEERING@birth certificate and my greatgraradlp e nt s 0
(George MEERING to Mary Ann BAYNEmMarriage certificate. From the

1871 census return | discovered great grandfather was born in Norfolkeébut
town was an indecipherable squiggle, possibly ACLE? Many monthd later
realised the census &k sp@ggle was, in fact N/KNot Known- a great

help! From the births registers | found the registration of a George
MEERING born 1843 in Suffolk could this be my great grandfather? The
name and year of birth were right, but Suffolk, not Norfolk! Howeler
purchased a copy of the birth certificate, but no, the father was yet another
George, agamekeeperdan accor di ng t emarageat gr and
certificate his father was HENRY, a farm labourer. So | was stuck.

| shelved the Meerings for some longné and researched other family
namesamore successfully; but always at the back of my mind was this
niggling thought- well, we must have come from somewhere!

| remembered my father, George Thomas MEERING, once saying there
were distant relatives living ithhe Waltham Gross/Waltham Abbey area of
Hertfordshire. Oh why had | not asked him more! | looked in the telephone

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 17 SEPTEMBER 2003



directory for that area and yes, there were aboutahddizen Meerings.
Could we be related? And how would they feel if a letter from amanvk
possible relative dropped on the mat?

Eventually inearly 1997 | wrote to just one of the addresses. Imagine my
excitement when a couple of weeks later | received a reply from John and
Sheila MEERING!BY a strange coincidence about a week after reugiv

my letter they had received one from a John MEERING, an Englishman
living in America who was researching the origin of the Meering name

(t hat 0 sstoa)nNaturhllg Irwrote to him and over the following
months receivedeveral leads that we mighit be related.

John and Sheila knew something of the family background and were suffi

ciently interested to check th&81 census for Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. It
appearedthanJhn6s gr eat grandfather, James
Aylmerton, Norfolk. | boughtacopyofaame s 6 marri age cert.
if his father was the sameas mygreatgrd f at her 6 s, enynd yes
MEERING, labourer, so James and my George were brothers!

With this information | really had a breakthrough and furtlesearch

became easier. | checked on census returns, births, marriagesyeeaits,
Wills indexes and Parish respoutds and
branches. James and George had another brother, Henry, and Masigter

Jane. | discovered frofarish registers that my Meerings back to great,

great, great, great grandfather John MEERING had lived in Sturminster
Marshall, Dorset, in the eighteenth and early part of the nineteenth century.

I t was n o0t -eighteénihlindrédb that they wexeng in Norfolk. |

can only speculatabout why they went to Norfolkthe birth of the railways

made travelling easier, and so perha
greener 0, | dondét know.

In 1998 whilst holidaying in Dorset | visited the village $turminster

Marshall Whilst in the church of St Mary the Virgin | discovered chiselled

i nto the stonework of one of the pil
19 1892 Aged 80". We asked aradibut nobody knew why Thomas
Mearingshould be so commemorated. Anatimystery for me to solve!

| have had great fun tracing my ancestors and their descendants, so much so
that | wanted to share it with fellow Meerings who might be interested. In
June 200Mineteen Meerings, and in some cases spouses, met for a get~
together and dinner at a hbite Hertfordshire. We are all cousins, some

many times removed, but share the same great, great, great, great
grandparents. The success of the occasion was apparent when | was asked
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when the next fdo ocethasmmenombéreflus By c o
attended both the first and second gatherings. We were honoured to have
amongst us the eldest Meering descendant, Elsie ERNEST agedsmnety
believed to be the salsurvivor of her generation, and John MEERING from
America. | an now concentrating oorganising a third reunion foil0R4 and

hope to find yet more Meering descendants.

Mrs Eileen Johnson, 27 St Swithunos

£ )
/)r’own 3 ofamenl

Life can be rough

Life can be tough

It can really get you down
If you happen to be
Compiling a Tree

And your family's name is Brown!

Trudging for miles

Scanning musty old files

Can really make you frown

You're going quite blind

In your effort to find

Your Great, Great Grandma Brown.

When you're told that you'll get
Lots of gen from the Net

You get ready to go to town

All you get is ‘haha’

There's too many by far

Of that tribe by the name of Brown.

To find old bones

When your surname is Jones

Could surely wear them down

But it doesn’t compare

When info is rare

And you can't find that family Brown!
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When you're looking for ‘sex’
In a dusty Index

You can really go to town
And get quite excited

When you find you're united
With wonderful family Brown.

Pressing your hooter

Against a computer

Makes your eyes go roun’ and roun’
Against reason or rhyme

A right waste of time

When you can't find that family Brown.

"Tis hard to get started

I'm so broken-hearted

I'm packing it in forthwith

It's this name of Brown

It's got me quite down

I'd sooner’ve been born a Smith!

So I've come to the end

And no more will I wend

To the archives of London Town
I'll take off my boots

To hell with my roots!

And farewell to family Brown.

The bony claw beckons

My time's up He reckons

He's arrived with my halo-ed crown
Face to Face at last

I'll recall the past

With that Glorious Family Brown.

& &%

The above poem, with its oh-so-familiar sentiments, was submitted by
member Anthony Darling
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WAR MEMORIALS
&
ROLLS OF HONOUR

Over 21,000 entries

An Index on CD of
War Memorials & Rolls of Honour
for the
WEST MIDDLESEX AREA

Public War Memorials
Church War Memorials
Places of Work, Places of Education
Scout Groups, Sports Clubs
Armed Forces & Civilians, Men & Women

Many names recorded more than once

£5.50 plus £1.00 postage & packing

Apply to
M. Jim Devine,
35 Ravendale Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx TW16 6PJ
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DESERTED MEDIAEVAL VILLAGES Yvonne Masson

True studies otillages as they actually were in mediaeval times canloaly

carried out on those villages which for some reason or another were
abandoned in the Middle Ages and allowed to fall into decay before their
mediaeval features were modified or obliteratgdater developmentsit is

difficult to be certain that a preseaay village layout is a true reflection of

the village in mediaeval times as buildings have often since been rebuilt and
rearranged, and sometimes whole villages were removerkastiablished

el sewhere. These ODeserted Medi aeval
called by archaeologists, can now only be seen as earthworks, cropmarks or
soil-marks, often invisible except in aerial photographs. The archaeological
excavation oflesertd village sites has proved to be one of the most reward

ing aspects of mediaeval archaeology, producing information about life in

rural England in the Middle Ages which could not be learned from surviving
historical documentation alone. Roughly JdMVs survive as
earthworksSome DMVs have merely O0shrunko
village nucleus surrounded by earthworks indicating the remains of

abandoned andecayed buildings.

One of the questions being tackled by archaeologists is wideaested
villages common in some parts of the country and rare in others?
Distribution maps show them to be concentrated in the central Midlands, in
parts of northeast England and in Lincolnshire. To some extent, however,
the distribution merely reflectte amount of fieldwork which has thus far
been carried out and which has been intensive in certain areas and less so in
others. For instance, a DMV distribution map of 1966 showed no sites in
Lancashire, whereas one &7/ showed tinty-one- the resulof local
investigationHowever the pattern of distribution has remained essentially
unchanged. A theory put forward in 1954 suggested that the most dense
concentrations of DMVl in the areas of heavier cl@ands, densely
populated in the Middle Agesd where nucleated settlements and arable
farming were the norin

Historical research has also produced some explanations for village failure.
For instance, in the case of the most intensely studied DMV of them all,
Warram Percy in Yorkshire, it seems likéhat in the 15th century the
absentee Lord of the Manor chose to change from laintemsive arable
farming to almost labotiree sheep rearing. As families left no new tenants

1. H. Clarke, The Archaeology of Mediaeval England, publ. by British Museum 1984
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were sought for their holdings, and by the early 16th century onl?dngon
andthe shepherd may have been?eft

Villages do not seem to have become totally depopulated at a given time, but
rather went into a period of decline culminating in total desertion after
perhaps two centuries of steadily decreasing size. Theralsmpave been
anumber of different factors which led to desertion, and in England there
appear to have been several main periods in the Middle Ages which saw
village desertion. With the arrival of the Normans, castles were sometimes
built over existingSaxon hous@lots, and Royal hunting forests demanded
large areas of unpopulated land the New Forest villages were

depopul ated and never reinstated. Th
OHarryi ng o f-7it(after anNmrisingwhich affetedl Qreas

down to the Humber historical sources suggest that the peasant population
of northern England was virtually wiped out and had not fully replaced itself
by the &d of the Middle Ages. In the ff2century the founding of monastic
houses led to gmpulation: the requirement of the Cistercian order to found

in unpopulated areas led to some village populations being transferred to
other areas, e.g. Osmey in Worcestershire, affected by the founding of
Bordesley Abbey aboutl4O.

By the 13th centurthe population of England may have reached a
rnediaevapeak of five to six million, but by the end of the 14th century it
stood at abouthree million: this decline was due to economic pressures at
the turn of thel 3th century, exacerbated by agricultdeglures early in the
14th centuryand of course culminating in the Black Death of 1348&ith
recurrences i13602, 1369 and 1375.

The rapid increase in population during the 13th century led to new
settlements being founded on what had previobegn regarded as marginal
land which could however be cuhited to produce a subsisterlesel arable
crop, as long as climatic conditions remained favourable. But by the end of
the 13th century crop yields appetarhave been falling, with wellttested
harvest failures and animal diseases during the second decade of the 14th
century, some of which may be attributed to climate change. And so those on
the (margina) heavy claylands of the Midlands suffered. In these areas
crop- raising was carried out iextensive open fields surrounding nucleated
villagesonly about a mile apart. Those populations on the marginal lands
may havemigrated to larger more flourishing villages nearby. In 1341 the
tax recordNonarum Inquisibnesnoted solil infertility and badeather as

the mainreasons for so many vitjas failing to pay their taxeso even

2. T. Darville, P. Stamper and J. Timby, England: an archaeological guide, OUP 2002
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before theBlack Death many villages were finding themselves in dire straits
and somdnad by then become depopulated. These same factors led to later
depopulations andesertions: 60% of deserted settlements in
Northamptonshire were not depopulated until the second half of the 15th
century, but the causes can probably be traced back to the events mentioned
above. Some of the later decline may have been accentuated by the
0encl osuredé movement of the | ate 15t
been arable land was converted into sheep runs (as with Warram Percy): the
declining population led to a decrease in the labour force and a consequent
rise in wages this together with low prices paid for grain and an increasing
demand for wool led landlords to turn from labantensive arable

production to sheefarming. Some village populations may have been
dispersed not only into neighbouring towns, where thestled the number

of urban poor, but to isolated farmsteads in the surrounding countryside
where they used the land for animal pasture rather tharraispg, such as

at Caldecote, Hertfordshire. A landlord could only eject a whole village
population if ke owned the whole village, but in the later Middle Ages the
number of peasants with freehold land had increased.

So recent work especially in the West Midlands has led to the conclusion

thata number of factors led to widespread desertions during thel #3268

1520, including a nationwide population decline, the tendency of peasant
families to migrate voluntarily, a b
changesn landuse, mainly from arable to pasture.

BOOKSHELF

The following books are all by Stuak. Raymond, additions to his excellent
series of reference books:

The Family Historian's Pocket Dictionary

This Iis a book full of wuseful I nform
notes for further reading and associated web pages, Some explanatyons onl
need a single line (e.g. Deponent) but some warrant a whole page or more

(e.g. Society of Friends) Small enough to fit into a pocket, this excellent
dictionary will surely become a must for all serious family historid62.

pp. £6.95

Births, Marriages and Deaths on the Web, Parts 1 and 2
Part | has a General section and then covers Southern England, the Marches
and Wales. Part 2 covers the Midlands, Northern England and East Anglia.
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Arranged by County and place, a vast number of web pages have been
identified.Part 1: 74 pp. £5.95. Part2: 68 pp. £5.95

Monumental Inscriptions on the Web

These are contained in one volume, similarly arranged by County and place,
another comprehensive list of web pages of use to the family historian.

89 pp. £5. 95

War Memorials on the Web, Parts 1 and 2

Part 1 covers Southern England, the Marches and Wales, and Part Z covers
theMidlands, Northern England and East Anglia. Again arranged by County
andplace, these volumes also identify web pages where this information is
poged.Part 1: 46 pp. £4.95. Part 2: 90 pp. £5.95

All the above books are published by the Federation of Family History
SocietiegPublication$ Ltd and can be purchased from the WMFHS
bookstall(which benefits the Society through trade discounmtslirect from
the Federations Oline Bookshop atwvww.familyhistorybooks.co.uk

A Calendar of Fairs and Markets held in the nineteenth centuryjpy Pat
Loveridge

Fairs and markets were a focal point in the lives of many of our ancestors.
Locating the placand date of these events has until now usually required
time-consuming searches through 19th century county trade directories,
which are sometimes few in number and often only available at the local
record office of the relevant County. This important ek provides the

ideal solution: the author has trawled numerous trade directories and
almanacs and the result is an easference compilation of the main statute
fairs, trading fairs, pleasure fairs and markets in towns, cities and villages
throughout Bgland ad Wales- and some in Scotlandn the 19th century.

A member of the Romany and Traveller FHS, her original mission was to aid
fellow researchers in tracing ancestors whose travelling circuits revolved
around attendance at these fairs; howevebthok will also prove a very

useful research tool for anyone who has ever wondered howgyest
grandparents from different villages came to meet and marry, or why an
individual in a census return has a differentiplace to his or her siblings

or simply part of the background information for a particular community.
The book is comprehensively indexed by place, County and fair/ market type
and the information is gathered under various headings, such as those fairs
affected by the timing of Eastem@how to ascertain all fairs and markets
held on a given day in census year.

A5, 132 pp, softback A7.30 UK," A7.

airmail £9.10. Available from RTFHS Boole Sales, 4 Portway, Ewell,
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EpsomSurrey KT17 $U, chequegsterling only payable to Romany and
Traveller FHS, or printout ordeform from: http://website.linawe.net/~rtfhs
or www.ffhs.co.uk

The Romany and Traveller Family History Societys founded in994 as a
self-help group and forum for family historianssearching British Gypsy,
Fairground and Traveller ancestors and today has a worldwide membership
of over 500. The Society, a member of the Federation of Family History
Societies, pursues an active publishing programme and hasgadastg
publications st featuring titles on many aspects of Brit(Siipsy/Traveller/
Showman genealogy, social history and culture, specieistarch resources
and indexes, and reprints of classic texts related to sdgects. The full
current publications list can berwgulted on the aboweebsite. For more
information, contac6haron Floate, Chairman, Reany& Traveller FHS,
111 Defoe HouseBarbican, London E2Y 8ND,

email: sharonfbate@aol.caon

A Faithful Servant Indeed! by John S. Payne

This wellresarched angresented little book tells the story of the au@kor
great great aunt Selina Payne, a cloth weaver's daughter from Trowbridge in
Wiltshire who in the mie9th century moved to Acton, West London to

work as a housekeeper to the lesgving Rector of Actonthe Rev. William
Antrobus, and after his death, to his $tilliam Thomas Antrobus. The
mostintriguing aspect of her story is that at the end of her life she was a
wealthywoman, and John Payne attempts to unravel the reasons why. The
wealth ofillustrations show the various properties owned by the Antrobus
family, together wih family portraits and maps ofth century Acton, and
copies offamily documents such as Wills etc. The book is a lesson in how to
present theesearch gathered on an interestimdjvidual from one's family

tree. Theauthor would be interested in hearing from anyone researching the
Antrobusfamily.

Available from the author, Johralgne, Little Brook Cottage, NeWwapel,
Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6HR, £4.50us 46p postage.

DID YOU KNOW?

1. The earliest document available at the Family Records Centre is a PCC
Will dating from the year 1383/4.

2. The process of receiving copies of certificates of recent births, marriages
and deaths at the Family Records Centre from local register offices and
microfilming and indexing them takes up to eighteen months.
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SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS ON MICROFICHE

Monumental Inscriptions

The following transcriptions of monumental inscriptions for churchyards in the West

Middlesex area are available.

SENIChElaS ISHEHPEIIONT ; ¢ siv e Soan @ SWrEm Soss e Sibar e Eisownt & pavos &
StMary Masdalene -THaeton. ... oo wipmes sone s 1800 hoss daide &
STy e R SRR, v oromacse (gimmomcn waonmoy mroy goctisms o 5
St Mary the Virgin, Harmondsworth . . . . . ... ... ............
AL S ARt TS OWOrTh. o o sonans s Girmn sl Sl Sy |
AllSaines, CaAlehamy: scven cmss wmen mnos mans wwoms s Gass |
Allsixsetsof fiche: savss sams sss Ry TaeE Swes SaRE Enmy &

Surname Indexes to the 1851 Census

Puddingtoa (HOT07 L1466 T467Y ) » oy 50507 ST SRimp s0is |
Set of two microfiche.

Kensington, Brompton, Hammersmith & Fulham (HO 107/1468-1471) .
Four microfiche. These, together with the two for Paddington (above) cover
the whole of the Kensington RD

Chelsea (HO 107 7 1472-1474) <~ + 555 somiase wuiur sisniaia an s imioe
Three fiche. Covers the parish of St Luke, Chelsea

Brentford Registration District (HO 107/1698-1699) with Hampton
Sub-District (HO 107 1604 (part)) - - - -« < o v e v v v ven o voas
Three fiche. Includes the parishes of Heston, Isleworth, Twickenham,
Hampton, Teddington, Acton, Brentford, Ealing, Hanwell, Greenford,
Perivale and Chiswick

Oheidee (EIO YORIBIT) ©oovoe soniis sumons cangos Gl 5 4o s
Tiwo fiche. A complete index to the surnames, Christian names and ages for
the Uxbridge RD which covered the parishes of Cowley, Hayes, Harefield,
Hillingdon, Ickenham, Northolt, Norwood, Ruislip and Uxbridge

Staihes (HE B0T/A696).. . .ooov vinir o wriipns wim s simms L 95s die e s
Tiwo fiche. A complete index to the surnames, Christian names and ages for
the Staines RD which covered the parishes of Ashford, Cranford, East
Bedfont, Feltham, Hanworth, Harlington, Harmondsworth, Laleham,
Littleton, Shepperton, Stanwell, Staines and Sunbury

Indexes to the 1891 Census

Hompton {RG IZ/61601I8) s sams oauey opin Sng Lade s i
Two fiche. Index of surnames, Christian names and ages for Hampton,
Hampton Wick and Teddington, which comprise the Hampton sub-district of
the Kingston RD

U.K.  Overseas

£2.35 £3.00
£1.35 £1.75
£1.35 £1.75
£2.35 £3.00

£2.35 £3.00
£2.35 £3.00
£9.50 £11.00

£2.35 £3.00

. £4.35 £5.20

£3.35 £4.00

£2.85 £3.50
£2.35 £3.00
£2.35 £3.00

£2.35 £3.00

All prices above include postage. Please indicate the number of each that you require, and send
your order with your name, address and payment (sterling only, cheques payable to West
Middlesex Family History Society) to: Mrs. M.M. Harris, “Stone Lea”, Mellors Lane, Holbrook,

Derbyshire DES6 0SY

It is suggested that UK members order from Mrs. Harris, not GENFAIR as you will then not

be charged VAT.
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FAMILY HISTORY COURSES

The Bishopsgate Institute, opposite Liverpool Street Station, is running the
following courses which ay be of interest to those members who have
research interests in these areas:

ExploringLondon's Lesseknown Districts on a Saturday: London Blue

Badgegui de Di ane Burstein codtduiswithes he:
eightwalks exploring some of London's lesg@own districts. A list of
subsequentvalks will be given out during the firgtalk in Shoreditch, but

other areas to beovered include: Kennington; Lisson Grove and North
Marylebone; Littleltaly and Hatton Garden; Islington Squares; Secrets of the
South Bank; CityCourtyards and Alleyways; and Primrose Hill. Start date

27.9.03, inish datel5.11.03. Details frontel. Course Enquigs @0 7392

9200, orenquiries@bishopsgate.org.uk

On the last Friday adach month at 6pm the East of London FHS
(Bishopsgatdranch) holds meetings with speakers on topics of local and
family historyinterest: B September: The London City Missiddr, John
Nicholls

/Q)charc/é o/ 77%(/6[[%59,( C/Lurc/wd

A series of pen and ink drawings were done some time
ago of several of the parish churches in our area of
interest. There are eleven in the series and they have
been produced as postcards, 105mm x 148 mm(A6).
They are:

Ashford, St Matthews  Staines St Mary's

Hampton Church Stanwell Church
Heston, St Leonards Sunbury Church
Laleham Church Teddington Church
Littleton Church Twickenham St Mary’s

Shepperton, St Nicholas

Two new church drawings have recently been added.
They are:

Greenford, the old church of the Holy Cross and Northolt, St. Mary’s
They cost 60p each including postage and can be obtained from:

J. Scrivener, 88 Wheatlands, Heston, Middlesex TWS 0SB
or from the bookstall at our monthly meetings
Please make cheques payable to West Middlesex Family History Society

LALEHAM CHURCH, MIDDLESEX Ken Huckle
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PAST MEETINGS

In May Peter Park gave a very informative and entertaining talk on the

subjectof Bigamy, beginning with a classic case he had found in the

archives: in 1743ohnPicton, formerly of the Royal Navy, died and two

Owi dowsdé6 apphsednfoBipgasmy is often 0
family, an oral tradition.

As to its history and origins: the word originally described anybody
marryingtwice, not necessarily when aoer spouse was still alive. Till

1604 it was not civil offence and was tried in the church courts, the charge
probably beindornication or adultery, but under an Act of Parliament of
1604 it became hanging offence, although people coulehmarry if their
spouse was jailed eransported for more than seven years.

What constitutes a marriage? From 1-A%87 a marriage was a ceremony in
an Anglican church before an Anglican prigstcept for Jews and Quakgrs
after 1837, norConformist chapels, Catholchurches and Registry Offices
were included. But beforerb4, it was not so simple, and many people did

notk now for sure iIif they were |l egally
churchmarriages, i.e. without Banns or Licence, which were recognised as
legal, aswvell as other forms of marriage:-soal | ed oO0i rregul ar 6

0cl andest i sueh@s tmserwhich gogkelace in the Fleet prison
precinct, which transgresseturch law but were still legal in civil law.

Many of the Fleet marriages involvgadld diggers marryingeiresses this

probl em pr eci pMatiage Actdof 1AE.rTlewiliaytak Ghapel

in London was also notorious fotime in the eighteenth century for

clandestine or irregular marriagesdAclaration of itent with or withow

witnesses even if it took place in thivcal pub- was a legal marriage.

Jumping over a broomstick was populacéntral Wales till the mid 9th

centuy-t he mar r i agen & umping batkeards over d

broomstick. Wife selling, anoth@opular form ofdivorce, was often

actually a structured ceremony whereby the Wife prashased by her

chosen next husband; it was relatively common up te eighteenth

century and reports of it appearintBe nt | e ma n 6 Soardestgra z i n e .
with children but apparently no marriage could have been mayied
ocommon | awbé i.e. by a O6customaryd m
divorce: a marriage could be annulled in the church courts or a divorce

obtained by Act of Parliament (this could cosbab£2,000. So ordinary
people just couldnodot afford divorce:
them till at least the 19205. Marital breakdown was not an invention of the
twentieth century: a lot of research was conducted on marriage using the
recads of Colyton, Devon; it was found that one in ten marriages there in
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the mid-eighteenth century ended in separation, half the men joining the
Army or Navy or setting themselves up in a nearby village with another
wife.

Eventually the death penalty forgaimy was eased, and instead offenders
could be put in the pillorgwhich was very harghor branded, but the iron
wasoften not heated. An Act of795 stipulated transportation for seven
years; in1828 it became two years with Hard Labour, but by 187@mim
Somersetvas sentenced to a nominal one day withrdl Labour. From 1

842 bigamy waslealt with only in the Assizes, not the Quarter Sessions, but
cases were ra@nd those prosecuted were mostly men. At the end of the
18th century of théhousand®f cases tried at the Old Bailey, only ZOO

were for bigamy. But thisvas only the tip of the iceberg as many did not get
to court.

At the PRO under HO26 &7 can be found everyone indicted for an
offence:they are being indexed onto €®OM and the first 1{ears have
beencompleted. Also lok through relevant newspaperthe Timesis
indexedfrom 1795 and covers Assizes. T@entleman's Magazireso
coveredbigamy. Some men appear twice in a census with their two wives at
two addresses: soldiers asdilors in particular had a lot of opportunity to
commitbigamy. The Poor Law records for a Parish are the most likely place
to find mention of bigamy it is sometimes menti@d in settlement
examinations.tlis also occasionally mentiodeén Probate reads- a man

for instance will saye will not leave any of his Estate to a wife who has
deserted him. Survivinghildren from the first marriage are the heirs, not
children of subsequentarriagesSome cases ended up in Chancery.

Bigamy was not confineatthepoor, but motives in the different social
classes may have been different.

In June Jean Debney dealt with Poor Law Records and how they can be of
great help in family history research. The history of the Poor Law can be
divided into four main periodshe Mediaeval and Tudor peri¢ 1600 ,

the Elizabethan, or Old Poor Law systéir601-1835 , the New Poor Law
(1835-1929 and the modern perid@National Assistance etcSurviving
records caie found in local County Record Offices. Before 1601,
increasing wealth alssaw an intease in the degree of povertg common
sight were roving bands ehgabonds anddggars. Then came the 1601 Act

- there were to be two Pobaw Overseers per parish, whose task was to
collect money from the better aff the parish for distribution where needed
amongst the poor of the paristhis brought in the necsisy for the

Settlement systemonly someonentitled to reside in a parish could expect
to be supported by that parish,sov er yone 6s par itsbe of
established, in the case of a dispayea settlement examination before local

S

magistrates. Various rulesgoverred per sondés settl ement
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her husbanddés sehtbemansteréas, appr ent
mo t h e ridgsa property m & parisorth £10 or more, etc. Jean gave us
some examples from examinations blad discovered relating to her home

parish of Purley, Berkshire. After@ettlement was established, a person was
given a Settlement Certificatepmetimek nown as t he O0OPaupe!
written out on a Foolscap siZzémsy sheet of paper. By 1785 these were

replaced by printed forms whi@nly needed to be filled in. Those who were

not allowed to remain in a parisfere subject to a Removal Ordsack b

their home parish Jean gave thexample of a pregnant girl sent back from

St Giles Reading parish to Purle$t Giles did not want to be responsible

for her baby when it was born. In soeor Law records Bastardy Bonds

can be found, where the fathadranillegitimate child has to guarantee that

he will support the child. Parishesuld often pay about £5 for pauper

familiesd chil dsometimes somedestarmepffomteert i c e d
home parish. Boys could learn a trade, dids were put ito service, often
at a farm where they might be treatedlas u d g e s . Overseerso

contain lists of ratepayers in a parish, th& percentage of the population

who could afford to pay rates was low. Thare also lists of those receiving
paymens week by week. But towards the endre 1700s the old Poor Law

was beginning to break down as populatmmovement increased. Various

Acts were passed to enable parishes to bhundkhouses or form Unions to

share the building of a local workhouse. BA95 a person could not be

removed unless healthy and refusing to work. Wirger of 1794/5 was very

cold- the freeze lasted from NovemberRebruary, and prices rocketed.

Parishes tried to buy cheap food to give togber. Newspapers ran articles
suggesting various wild plants the poorcogéldat . The am@p Aentdan
sai d that i f a | ab ou cestainGasount,digwageswe nt
could be supplemented from the parish rafemwing this, farmers

therefore kept wages low. After 1815 theras adepression and agriculture

and industry slumped. There were more peolasning parish relief: the

rates went so high some people who had fornplg rates had to claim

relief.

A Commission of Enquiry was set up 1832 questionnaires were sent to
15,008 parishes in England and Wales. Only a small percentage replied, but
this filled 13 volumes of evidend®eport of HM Commissioners: available

in some university librarigsit was decided to create Poor Law Unidns
largeWorkhouses were buittovering a number of parishes: the Guardians

of eachparish were to meet weekly at the Workhouse. Guardians qualified
for theoffice by property ownership and tended to be local clergy etc. These
PoorLaw (Workhousg records can be found in County Recorffi¢@s.
Vagrantscould stay overnight in the Workhouse in return for doing some
work, e.g.stone braking for men, mending or oakupacking for women.

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 31 SEPTEMBER 2003






