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FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

The following talks have been arranged: 

20 Mar A.G.M. followed by talk: 
What I did on Coronation Day ï Peter Roe 

17 Apr William Hogarth and the darker side of London ï Patricia Waldock 

15 May Bigamy ï Peter Park 

19 June Finding your Poor Ancestors ï A Look at Poor Law Records 
  Jean Debney 

17 July Donôt Delay, Write Today ï Advancing Family History by Post 
  Jeanne Bunting 

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at Montague Hall, 
Montague Road, Hounslow, and doors open at 7.15pm. Parking is available 
adjacent to the Hall. Research material such as indexes and reference books, 
exchange journals from other societies and a bookstall, all of which can be 
browsed between 7.30pm and 10pm; (talks take place between 8 and 9pm), 
tea/coffee, cold drinks, biscuits are also available at meetings. 

The following article appeared in the December 2002 issue of óThe 
Scrivenerô, the Journal of the Calderdale Family History Society. 

A CAUTIONARY TALE  

A new young monk arrives at the monastery. He is assigned to help the other 
monks in copying the old canons and laws of the church by hand. He notices, 
however, that all the monks are copying from copies, not from the original 
manuscript. The new monk goes to the head abbot to question this, pointing 
out that if someone made even a small error in the ýrst copy, it would never 
be picked up. In fact, that error would be continued in all the subsequent 
copies. 

The head monk says, ñWe have been copying from the copies for centuries, 
but you make a good point, my son". He goes down into the dark caves 
underneath the monastery where the original manuscript is held in a locked 
vault that hasnôt been opened for hundreds of years. Hours go by and nobody 
sees the old abbot. The young monk gets worried and goes downstairs to 
look for him. He sees him banging his head against the wall and crying 
uncontrollably. 

The young monk asks the old abbot, ñWhatôs wrong, father?ò With a 
choking voice, the old abbot replies, ñThe word is celebrate!" 

The moral to this story for family historians is - NEVER rely on transcripts, 
always check the original!      



 

 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 3 MARCH 2003 

 

 
 

NEWS ROUNDUP 
 

Family Records Centre 

The FRC now has its own dedicated website. It features information about 

planning a visit (including the dates of forthcoming coach party visits!) as 

well as all the latest news and events. You can also download PRC 

information leaflets. wwwfamilyrecords.gov.uk/frc 

Heritage Centre, Greenford 

View items of local history and heritage at Ravenor Farm, 29 Oldfield Lane 

South, Greenford, Middlesex UB6 9LB (next to Ravenor Park). Includes 

History Books covering West Middlesex area. Opening hours Saturday 

lOam-4.30pm, Sunday 1pm-4.30pm. Contact telephone numbers, when 

open: 020 8575 6644; when closed: 07703 565495 or 020 8579 (1178; or 

write: ñHeritage", 20 Cuckoo Lane, Hanwell W7 3EY (Curators: David and 

Chris Blackwell). 

London Metropolitan Archive  

On International Womenôs Day, the LMA is presenting a conference to 

highlight the stories of some of Londonôs women in the past, present and 

future: Jo Green, Fawcett Womenôs Library: ñIntroduction: Researching 

Womenôs Livesò; Dr Hilda Keane, Ruskin College, Oxford: ñWomenôs Lives: 

London Lives - Researching the Ordinaryò, Marika Sherwood: ñClaudia 

Jones, Campaigner for Black Womenò. To book, tel. 020 7332 3851. 

As a preliminary to visiting the actual archives, the LMAôs London 

Generations Database can be searched online. Although not fully 

comprehensive, it will give an idea of what the holdings are for different 

areas of Greater London under various headings, e.g. parish registers, school 

records, electoral registers etc. The database can be accessed via the LMAôs 

website www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/archives/lma. Typically it is possible to 

select a London borough from a drop-down menu, or select ñAllò for all 

Greater London; entering dates will limit the search area. There are three 

types of ñsearch phrase": the name of an Institution such as a church, school 

etc. (the Database will supply the microfilm number of a particular Parish 

Register which saves looking it up at LMA before beginning a search); 

geographical location in London, e.g. Finchley; a relevant description, e.g. 

ñelectorsò which would produce a list of Registers of Electors within the 

defined area. Ten results are displayed on the screen at a time. The database 

does not contain individual names of Londoners, so will not respond if only 

a personôs name is entered.      
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Public Record Office 

The 1901 census website is now available online seven days a week, 24 

hours a day. The online service can also be accessed at the Family Records 

Centre and PRO Kew, also at Libraries and other Record Offices with an 

Internet facility, and cyber cafes. For telephone enquiries the Census 

helpdesk will be open 9am to 7pm Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm Saturday: 

+44(0) 1684 585298/585299, email: support@censushelpdesk.co.uk 

The PRO has launched an electronic newsletter, PRO NEWS, to which you 

can subscribe free, to keep members of the public informed about: new 

online services for research and information; newly-available government 

files; events; new publications; special offers; competitions (e.g. a chance to 

win free vouchers for the I901 census), etc. For further information, visit 

their website www.pro.gov.uk 

FCC Wills available online now cover the period 1810 to 1858 (although not 

100% complete for the whole of this period). www.pro-online.pro.gov.uk 

From Saturday 21 June to Saturday 20 September, as part of its Women and 

War season, the PRO is mounting an exhibition They Canôt Get On Without 

Us exploring the many roles of women during the First and Second World 

Wars through a selection of posters and government propaganda designed to 

boost women's efforts in the forces and on the home front. Admission free. 

PRO Kew warns that it may have to close for safety reasons during any 

strike by the Firefighters, so in this event always check in advance by 

telephone if they will be open when you plan to visit. 

Society of Genealogists 

SOGôs Great Card Index, formerly housed in hundreds of card index 

drawers, is now available on microfilm in the Lower Library. The major 

sources it draws from are: parish registers, marriage licences, notably the 

Bishop of Londonôs marriage licences I700-80; wills and admons, 

monumental inscriptions (especially Memorials of the dead in Ireland); 

obituaries, chancery records, subscriptions lists, deeds, etc. It is especially 

rich for the 18th century. 

Diary Dates 2003 

Tuesday 4 March: 3pm: Gallery Tour at the Museum of London: London 

and the Industrial Revolution, Alex Werner, World City Gallery. Find out 

more about Londonôs industries in the 19th century. 30 mins. Museum of 

London, London Wall EC2. Admission Free 

Sunday 9 March: North London & Herts Family History Fair. Watford 

Leisure Centre, Horseshoe Lane, Garston, Watford. 10am to 5pm.      
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Tuesday 11 March: 3pm: Gallery Tour at the Museum of London: World 

City 1857-1914, Karen Fielder, World City Gallery. With urban innovation, 

adaptability, new forms of transport, etc. London developed into a unique 

city. 30 mins. Admission Free. 

Monday 17 March: Society of Genealogists Open Day, including tours of 

the building and resources, demonstrations of online databases, team of 

advisors to help with research, free vouchers for Future research visits. 

Admission Free. 

Sunday 23 March: Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Family History Fair, 

Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 10am-5pm. Admission £2 

Saturday 29 March: Cambridgeshire Family History Society Family 

History Fair. Full day of lectures, advice desks, stalls. Admission £10 

includes lunch. Impington Village College, Cambridge, further details: 

www.cfhs.org.uk, or email carol.noble@ntlworld.com or SAE to Carol 

Noble, 22 St Margaretôs Road, Girton, Cambridge CB3 0LT for booking 

form. 

Saturday 29 March: Study day: The Fashionable Image, 10am-4.30pm 

Museum of London. Experts explore the Harry Matthews collection of 16th 

to 19th century Fashion plates and notebooks, recently donated. In 

association with Museum of London Friends of Fashion & Costume Society. 

£20. For details and booking tel.020 7814 5507, 

email:friends@museumoflondon.org.uk 

Thursday 3 to Sunday 6 April:  Westward Ho! Movement and Migration. 

Southwest Family History Soceties Conference at Exeter University on 

theme of internal movement and migration to and from overseas, e. g. USA, 

Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Optional outing to Powderham Castle 

(with talk by the Archivist) and guided walk round historic city of Exeter. 

Further details of programme on http://www.cornwallfhs/who Bookings 

secretary: Audrey Lovell, 784 Muller Road, Eastville, Bristol BS5 6XA,  

e-mail: secretary@bafhs.org.uk 

Tuesday 15 April: Sunbury & Shepperton Local History Society talk: 

Highwaymen of Hounslow Heath by Andrea Cameron. Halliford School 

Theatre, Russell Road, Shepperton, 8pm. Non-members £1 

Sunday 27 April : The South Coast Family History Fair, Worthing Pavilion 

Theatre, Marine Parade, Worthing. 10am-5pm. Admission £2.00 

Saturday & Sunday 3 & 4 May: Society of Genealogists Family History 

Fair, Horticultural Halls, Westminster, 10am-5pm both days  

 



 

 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 6 MARCH 2003 

 

Saturday 28 June: York Family History Fair, Knavesmire Exhibition 

Centre, York Racecourse. 10am to 4.30pm. All the usual stalls, plus cafeteria 

and free parking. Largest Family history event in UK. Admission £2.50. 

Further details from: Mr A. Sampson, 1 Oxgang Close, Redcar, Cleveland 

TS10 4ND, tel: 01642-486615 

Thursday I7 July: At PRO Kew, 7pm. Dr Toby Haggith, film historian at 

the Imperial War Museum, will present a selection of archive films about 

women at war in WWI and WWII, including government propaganda 

material and films produced by women documentary makers. 90 minutes 

approx. £5, £4 concession. 

Monday 4-Friday 8 August 2003: Summer School Women and War, by 

PRO, St Mary's College Twickenham and BBC History, including lectures, 

guided tours and document workshops. For more information, call St Mary's 

College 020 8240 4198. 

 
 

NEWS ROUNDUP 
 

 

I would like to thank all of you who included Christmas cards, notes and 

greetings with your renewal of membership. It is Contact with you, the 

members, which makes this job such an interesting one. I was very 

encouraged by the many members who have renewed so promptly and I 

hope this year is the one when you will find that ancestor who only appears 

to have been married or buried, and never baptised!    
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If you have not already done so, please do send back your membership 

renewal forms as soon as possible - remember, any member who goes three 

months or more in arrears (from 1st January) must be deemed to have 

resigned. 

Bridget Purr, Membership Secretary 

We seek óem here, we seek ôem there 

The Society is organising a One-Day Conference on Saturday 13th 

September 2003, at the Public Record Office, Kew. We have brought 

together a team of excellent speakers: Michael Gandy will be telling us how 

research is becoming easier; John and Beryl Hurley will be outlining some 

alternative sources and Chris Watts will be guiding us through the resources 

at the PRO. Further details and a booking form can be found in the centre of 

the Journal (as well as on our website). 

Family History Fairs  

For the benefit of our many members who are unable to attend our monthly 

meetings in Hounslow, we could be coming to a Family History Fair near 

you. Come along and meet us in 2003. WMFHS is due to attend North 

London St Herts at Watford, SOG Fair, and York (see Diary Dates). 

Certificate Courier Service 

Thank you to all members who ordered certificates during 2002. I was able 

to give our Treasurer £270. As mentioned in the last Journal, the number of 

requests has lessened so I am not going to the FRC so often, but will try not 

to keep anyone waiting too long. 

The cost of certificates ordered through the Family Records Centre is to 

increase by 50p from 1 April 2003. Therefore the charge for certificates from 

the courier service will be £8.50 for all orders sent to me after 21 March. If I 

am able to order by 31 March I will refund the overpaid 50p to you. 

Please supply the FULL reference as given in the index, i.e. name, year, 

quarter, district, volume and page. I do check the reference you have 

supplied and appreciate that sometimes the page numbers are difficult to 

read if using a fiche. Unwanted certificates or copies of certificates which 

are still wanted are always welcome for our certificate database. 

When applying please quote your membership number and make your 

cheque payable to me (not WMFHS); all payments must be in sterling. 

S.A.E.s appreciated. 

Valerie J. Walker (Miss), 32 Cunnington Street, Chiswick, London W4 5EN      
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THE RIVERSIDE VILLAGE OF ISLEWORTH       Andrea Cameron 
 

The original parish of All Saints, Isleworth, covered the riverside village, the 

hamlets of Worton, Brentford End and Wyke, plus all that part of Hounslow 

south of the Staines Road, High Street and London Road. 

Isleworth has been a settlement for possibly four thousand years. The area 

once known as Old England, on the eastern borders of Syon Park and 

Brentford Dock, when excavated in 1928 revealed a Romano-British 

settlement. The excavations leader was the late Sir Mortimer Wheeler and 

the finds can be seen in the Museum of London. They included the wooden 

basket-weave walls from huts, pots and metal hunting implements. 

In the Domesday Survey of 1086, the entry for the Hundred of Honeslaw 

refers to the Manor of Gistlesworde, the derivation of this name possibly 

being Gislhereós enclosure. The entry refers to a priest living in the area, but 

makes no reference to a church. The Hundred included Twickenham, 

Whitton, Hounslow and Heston. 

In 1231 Isleworth Manor was conveyed to Richard, Earl of Cornwall, the 

brother of King Henry III. Richard had a new Manor House containing a 

chapel built behind the present position of Lower Square. The site was 

excavated in the late 1980s by archaeologists from the Museum of London. 

The first known church, dedicated to All Saints, of which the tower survives, 

dates from the late 14th century. In 1431 the Monastery of St Saviour and St 

Bridget of Syon of the order of St Augustine was built on the site of Syon 

House. The Bridgettine order of nuns originated in Sweden and arrived in 

England at the beginning of the 15th century to found an English branch. 

King Henry V granted them a site by the River Thames at St Margarets, 

where their first house was built in 1415 ; this site proving unsuitable, they 

moved to Syon. Syon Abbey was dissolved in 1539 on the orders of King 

Henry VIII and most of the monastic buildings were demolished, although 

Henryôs fifth wife, Katherine Howard, was imprisoned there for three 

months in 1541-2. When Henry died in 1547 his body rested overnight in the 

chapel en route from London to Windsor for burial in St Georgeôs chapel. 

The site was granted to Edward Seymour, first Duke of Somerset, who in 

1548 had Syon House built. Somerset was later accused of treason - he 

played a leading part in the Lady Jane Grey affair - found guilty and 

beheaded on Tower Hill. Lady Jane Grey was offered the throne of England 

whilst living at Syon House. When Queen Mary I came to the throne she 

brought the nuns back to Syon as she still worshipped as a Catholic, but      
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Queen Elizabeth I was a Protestant and when she came to the throne she sent 

the nuns packing once more. In 1594 Queen Elizabeth leased the Syon estate 

to Henry Percy, 9th Earl of Northumberland. King James I granted the 

freehold of Syon to the Earl as a thank you for supporting Jamesô claim to the 

English throne. In the 18th century the Earldom was elevated to a Dukedom 

and the present Duke of Northumberland is the 12th in this line. The mid 18th 

century saw the interior of Syon House being redesigned by Robert Adam and 

the grounds being remodelled by Capability Brown. 

Isleworth in the mid 17th century experienced some of the events of the 

English Civil War. In November 1642 Syon House was occupied by Royalist 

troops during the Battle of Brentford, and at the end of the War in 1647 

Oliver Cromwell met there with the Parliamentarian Generals, some Lords 

and London Members of Parliament. 

One hundred and forty-nine Isleworth residents died of the plague in 1665. 

An Isleworth churchyard memorial records this event, but the bodies would 

have been buried outside the churchyard; the burial register entries end with 

the letters pl. 

In 1630 a charity school was established in Lower Square. This was a 

boarding school for girls of poor families whose fathers had died. The school 

continues today as Isleworth Blue School. The oldest surviving almshouses in 

the borough were built in Mill Plat in 1664. Called Ingramsô Almshouses, 

they are named after Sir Thomas Ingram, who founded them. He lived in a 

house by the Thames, later called Shrewsbury House. This was destroyed by 

fire in 1 795 and is now the site of the Lion Wharf office development. 

Isleworth Stairs, by the side of the present Town Wharf public house, were 

where local Watermen were hailed to ferry people up and down the river. 

Samuel Pepys in his diaries refers to hailing a Waterman there to take him 

back to London after dining with his friend, Thomas Povey, at Hounslow 

Manor. 

Church Ferry operated from in front of All Saints church across to the 

Isleworth gate into Kew Gardens. Commencing in the reign of King Henry 

VIII, it continued into the 1960s. At St Margaretôs, the Railshead Ferry 

commenced in the reign of King George III and continued until the Second 

World War. The river provided wharves where coal, wood and other materials 

could be unloaded. Gunpowder from the mills on Hounslow Heath ~ the 

horses pulling the gunpowder carts were shod with copper horseshoes to 

avoid sparks - and flour from the Isleworth Flour Mill could be loaded for 

transportation to the London Docks. Isleworth was a port and maintained a 

Customôs house. 
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The start of the 18th century saw All Saints church in need of attention. In 

1703 Sir Christopher Wren was employed to survey and report on the needs 

of the church. He recommended a new building and provided a design, 

similar to the new (postðGreat Fire) churches in the City of London. The 

parish, being unable to finance Wrenôs design, employed a Richmond builder 

to modify the plans to fit their budget. The original mediaeval tower was 

retained and the new church, built in 1705, was attached to it. 

During the 18th century houses with small estates were built along the river 

bank between Isleworth and Twickenham and men of arts and letters lived 

there. William Lacy, co-owner of Drury Lane Theatre, lived in Lacy House, 

situated between Gordon House and Twickenham Park. John Gumley, a glass 

manufacturer, had Gumley House built c. 1700. It remained in family 

ownership until 1840, when it became a girlsô Catholic convent school. 

Throughout the 18th century public houses were licensed. Many names 

survive to this day, but apart from the London Apprentice and the George, 

their buildings were rebuilt in the 20th century. The London Apprentice is a 

popular riverside hostelry built in 1731. For part of the 18th century it had an 

all night licence, which led to stories of London apprentices rowing upriver to 

drink there. The George public house was licensed by 1743 and there is a 

record of the Swan from 1722, but the present building dates from c. 1930. 

Much of the parish in the 18th century became orchards supplying London 

with fresh fruit. Travellers using the London Road described the sea of pink 

blossom on either side of the road in May. Women from Shropshire were 

employed to pick the Fruit and carry it in baskets on their heads up to Covent 

Garden market each day. 

Isleworth Brewery commenced in 1726 and finally closed in l99l, with all 

buildings now demolished and the site redeveloped for housing. At Worton 

the Calico Mills operated in the second half of the 18th century. There was an 

Isleworth Pottery, situated by the banks of the River Crane close to its entry 

into the Thames. This made London Delftware pottery, but in the early 19th 

century moved to a site in Hanworth Road, Hounslow. The Duke of 

Northumberland has a collection of Isleworth pottery, as does the owner of an 

antique china shop in Church Street, Kensington. A recent archaeological dig 

on the Hanworth Road site found shards of l9th century pottery. 

A second charity school for girls started as a Sunday school in 1796, 

becoming a day school in a house in Isleworthôs Church Street in 1823. The 

Duke of Northumberland in 1859 provided a purpose-built school and 

Headmistressô house in Park Road; both these buildings survive as private 

houses. In 1906 the school, by now called the Green School, moved to new  
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buildings at Busch Corner. The buildings suffered some bomb damage during 

the Second World War, which was rectified in the late 1940s. 

A Union Workhouse to cater for the needs of the destitute of Chiswick, 

Brentford, Isleworth, Hounslow and Heston was built on the Twickenham 

Road in 1837. In 1896 this became a hospital and is today being rebuilt - its 

name is now West Middlesex University NHS Trust Hospital. 

In 1849 the London and South Western Railway Companyôs loop line was 

completed to Isleworth from Barnes. Gradually the old estates were sold and 

the land became available for housing development. The orchards gave way 

to market gardens. Once the railway line opened, houses were built in north 

Isleworth close to the Railway station. One such new estate of detached 

Victorian villas was called the Woodlands. This led to a new parish church, 

dedicated to St John, being built in 1857, financed by the Farnell family, who 

owned Isleworth Brewery. The adjacent Vicarage, Infants School and 

Almshouses completed the development. 

In 1862 Pears soapworks had a purpose-built factory on the northern side of 

the London Road. The expansion of the company was so great over the next 

twenty-five years that in the 1890s the opposite side of the road was 

developed with four new large factory buildings where the soap was made 

until 1952. Production was then transferred to Port Sunlight, Cheshire, as the 

company was by then owned by Unilever. Pears soap is now made in the 

Republic of India. 

By the end of the 19th century new schools had been built to cope with the 

increase in the population. In 1897 a senior boysô school was created out of 

the Blue School in a new building in St Johnôs Road on a site given by 

Andrew Pears. This school survives as Isleworth-Syon school in Ridgeway 

Road, Osterley, the present building opening in 1939. Isleworth Town and 

Worple Road schools were built around the same time. 

In 1901 a tram service from Shepherds Bush to Hounslow commenced 

travelling along the London Road through north Isleworth. In 1905 a second 

service from Hanwell to Hampton Court started which went through 

Isleworth. 

From 1920-25 the Great West Road from Chiswick to Hounslow West was 

constructed, passing through the northern edge of Isleworth, bypassing 

Brentford High Street, the London Road and Hounslow High Street. Once the 

road was open, factories such as Firestone, Pyrene and Gillettes were built. In 

the 19505 the stretch of the road through Isleworth was known as the golden 

mile because of the internationally renowned companies with buildings 

located there.  
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During the 1920s and 1930s the market gardens on the outskirts of the village 

gave way to housing developments. This building work ceased during the 

Second World War, but in the late 1940s through to the early 1970s was 

replaced by public housing developments. In the 1980s Speyhawk Land and 

Estates Limited redeveloped the area around Church Street and Lower 

Square. Today the riverside sites of Isleworth House and the adjacent Brunel 

University campus are the subject of several planning applications, as is the 

site of the former Pears soap factory. 

Isleworth retains enough of its old buildings to remind one of its long and 

interesting history. The original village, from the River Thames to the 

Twickenham Road and bounded by South Street and North Street, is 

designated a Conservation area. 

Andrea Cameron 

Now retired, Andrea was formerly Chief Local Studies Librarian at Hounslow 

Central Library     
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A LONDON CHILDHOOD        Bridget Purr 
 

My father-in-law was horn in 1900 and was 95 when he died. Although 

living in Hammersmith for over 50 years, he was born in Islington. A 

wonderful character, he was loved by all his family, including his many 

nephews and nieces, and adored by his grandchildren. He left two accounts 

of his childhood and early working life, and much of the narrative below is 

in his own words. It is set in the period 1905-1915. 

Donald Sidney PURR was proud of the fact that on the twelfth day of the 

twelfth month of the twelfth year he was twelve years old, a timing that does 

not often occur. He was born in London in 1900, just north of Kings Cross 

Station at 28 Outram Street, the home of his maternal grandparents, Sarah 

Jane (née BALL) and Benjamin DUNCAN. At the time of his birth the 

address of his parents, Alfred PURR (more commonly known as Dick) and 

Sarah Catherine (née DUNCAN) was just round the corner at 3 Lavina 

Grove, possibly living with Dick's widowed mother, Elizabeth PURR (née 

DIX).  

Dick was an ñengineerò, fourth son of Jacob PURR, who was variously 

described as a coachman, milkman and cab driver. Benjamin Duncan was a 

butcher, i.e. he slaughtered the animals as well as selling the meat. His 

forebears were drovers in the City of London. Don recalls a tale of Benjamin 

being called out to a bull that had run amok and killing it ñwith a single 

blow". 

Curiously there is no sign that Don was baptised, although his elder brother, 

Alf, and next brother, Tom, appear in the baptismal register of nearby St 

Andrews in Thornhill Crescent, where Dick and Sarah were married. 

This area of London has been extensively rebuilt since the bombs of World 

War II, but Don remembers the four-storey houses, built in the 1840-1860 

era, where the family lived in rooms. He also recounted how the houses all 

had heavy knockers, so that those who lived on the top þoor could hear. Both 

sides of the road were the same, so that by the carefully tying of opposing 

knockers with cotton, one knock would produce an open door which, when 

shut on finding no-one there, would operate the opposite knocker. No doubt 

to the satisfaction of all the local small boys, this could go on for some time. 

It was at this time that the tube line was being extended, and an early 

childhood memory was gazing into an enormous excavation that became the 

lift shaft for York Road Station on the Piccadilly line, possibly around 1905. 

The station has been closed for years.  
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Transport in those days was mainly horse-drawn, and heavy two-horse vans 

were common, though big loads would be drawn by four. At the back of most 

vans would be a van boy, who climbed in and out with the aid of a heavy 

rope attached to the roof of the van. It was not uncommon for horses to slip 

on the cobbled roads and tangle themselves in the harness and shafts. It was 

the van boyôs job to sit on the horseôs head to keep him quiet while the 

carman untangled the horse and got him on his feet again. Very occasionally 

a horse would injure itself - not a pretty sight. Don remembers his father 

being asked to try out a horse and trap for a potential buyer, as today we 

would test-drive a car, and Don enjoyed quite an exciting ride around the 

Tottenham area. His paternal grandfather having driven horses all his life, his 

sons would have grown up around them, and it was thought that Dick had 

helped with breaking them in and was known as an expert on horseflesh. 

Cars were almost unknown, horse-buses and trams being the main public 

transport, and a piece of excitement was to see a link horse join a two-horse 

tram at speed to help it up a hill. The man in charge of the link horse had to 

time the link-up to perfection as he started his horse, hooked the chain on 

and jumped on the moving tram himself. ñHansomsò (two-wheeled hansom 

cabs) and ñgrowlersò (hansom cabs with four wheels) were used as taxis are 

today, and on hot summer days the water cart would be out and about 

keeping the dust down. 

Coaches and charabancs were not then in existence, but brakes were - 

magnificent-looking vehicles, large and roomy and built high off the road, 

giving one a splendid view. Dozens of them would be used for such 

occasions as Sunday School outings, when hundreds of London kids would 

spend a day in the country. The type of horse used was, as a rule, superior to 

the old cart horse. 

Other memories of the streets were the muffin man with his bell on Sunday 

afternoons at teatime; the lamplighter with his long pole with which he 

turned on the street lights at night and off again in the morning; the 

shoeblack who polished shoes for a penny or twopence, and the mighty 

muscled navvies who could do anything with a shovel, well before the days 

of pneumatic drills. When a hole had to be dug the start was made by a team 

of four, all in wonderful rhythm striking a thick steel spike in turn with 

sledgehammers. 

More street entertainment was supplied by the Lord Mayorôs show and also 

military displays, the routes being lined by red-coated soldiers, and on one 

occasion Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener rode past, all leaving plenty of 

work for the little boys with their brushes and trays to clear up the horsesô 

manure. Empire Day was observed and so was Trafalgar Day, when it was 
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Well worth a trip to Trafalgar Square to see the wreaths sent by members of 

the British Empire in memory of Lord Nelson, and in particular wreaths 

from Australia and New Zealand in solid ice. 

The family fortunes having improved, Dick and Sarah, with their four boys 

Alf, Don, Tom and Len, moved from rooms in Kings Cross to a house in 

Hazelbury Road, Edmonton, at that time still quite countrified. It was then 

that misfortune struck the family and early in 1909 Dick, who was only 38, 

died from influenza, aggravated by bronchitis, leaving Sarah Catherine with 

four boys under ten years of age. No social security in those days, so the 

house and furniture were sold off and the family was distributed amongst the 

uncles and aunts (Benjamin and Sarah Jane had eight surviving children, 

four boys and four girls, all married with families themselves). This sort of 

thing was common practice in those days until more satisfactory 

arrangements could be made. 

Soon Sarah Catherine, together with Tom and Len, was living in Plimsoll 

Road in Finsbury Park with her mother, who was Widowed 11 months after     
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her daughter. The two older boys were lucky enough to be accepted into the 

Orphan Working School and Alexandra Orphanage, a charity founded in the 

City of London in 1758 for the purpose of providing a fast-growing economy 

with a labour force properly educated to handle the administrative side of 

business. Only children of ñrespectableò families were offered places but the 

300 boys and 200 girls were given a first class education. Many of the lads, 

including Alf and Don, became directors and managers of their companies. 

The school was originally built at Wanstead but later moved to Maitland 

Park, then in the country, at the foot of Haverstock Hill, which led up to 

Hampstead Heath. The school building looked rather like a castle, with a 

centre of imposing architecture and two wings, and all on a rise faced with a 

half circle entrance with magnificent gates at each end. The dining hall had a 

gallery with most graceful stairs on each side leading to the main hall. It had 

a circular ceiling painted by Hogarth. There was a free-standing chapel and a 

playing ground and sports field with a running track and football and cricket 

pitches and nets. There was also a heated indoor swimming pool. 
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The highlight of the year was Founders Day on the 10th May, which was 

often attended by Royalty. The boys gave a display of Indian Club swinging, 

fencing, rifle drill and military marching, with the drill sergeant resplendent 

in uniform with white gloves and a cane. 

This orphanage had no resemblance to those institutions appearing in 

popular fiction. Discipline there was but for its time there was no undue 

punishment, although Don does remember that a shoe wielded by a master 

on a boy lying across a bed could inflict a sting that lasted quite a while! 

Don had done well at sport, picking up the Swimming and Running Cups in 

the same year (we still have them) so when it came time for him to leave, the 

fif teen-year-old Mr Purr, dressed in black coat and waistcoat, striped trousers 

and an upright starched collar, topped by a very smart overcoat and a bowler 

hat, joined for his first job a sports company, A.G. Spalding & Bros., in their 

biggest shop in High Holborn. He eventually became General Sales Manager 

of Spaldings and in this capacity travelled all over the world. He loved his 

job and had many a tale to tell of his adventures, but thatôs another chapter. 

 
 

HELP! 
 

This service is free to members of WMFH S (please quote your 

membership number when writing). In order to ensure that your appeal is 

published correctly and is clear to other readers, please make entries clear 

and concise, give all personal and place names in BLOCK CAPITALS, 

and all dates in full. 

Entries from non-members can be accepted, at a rate of £3.00 for up to ten 

lines. Payments must be in Sterling only, with cheques made payable to 

WMFHS. 

WEBBER/BOHN/COCKERILL/KITTLE  

Looking for information about JAMES WEBBER, Clerk Stamp Office, and 

ANN WEBBER formerly BOHN, parents of my Great Grandmother MARY 

WEBBER who married ROBERT COCKERILL in 1883 at BRIXTON. 

Robertôs father, also ROBERT COCKERILL, married MARY KITTLE in 

1846 at ST LUKES, MIDDLESEX. 

Ms Carol Murnane, Hollow Cottage, Chapel Lane, Holloway, Derbys DE4 

5AU      
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COMPUTERISING THE WEST MIDDLESEX STRAYS INDEX   
              Peter Roe 
 

Our Society, like many others I am sure, has a constant problem: being able 

to find a constant supply of members who will take on the job of caring for, 

housing and transporting the Society equipment and the increasing number 

of records that we hold. In past years I have volunteered to help at odd times 

by transporting our ñStrays Indexò to our various meetings and ñOpen Daysò 

as and when it was required. 

This particular record was contained in seven ñCard Indexò boxes of various 

shapes, types and sizes, all in various states of disrepair. The boxes housed 

literally thousands of ñSlipsò, each hopefully giving details of references to 

Middlesex people who had ñstrayedò from Middlesex and then been found in 

other parts of the country, or even abroad. 

The odd times that I had charge of the Index soon showed me that it 

appeared to be a rather little-used research source, and I wondered why. 

Watching the few customers that did make a search, I soon found several 

reasons. 

Firstly, the enclosed slips, each holding an individual record, were made 

from a variety of any type of: card, coloured paper, postcards and cardboard 

(cut up cornflake packets were very popular). As the Index had been built up 

over the years, it was obvious that the slips had started to become rather dog-

eared and untidy. The vast majority had been hand-written and regrettably a 

large number were unreadable (if only people would print!) 

Secondly, it was also obvious that the slips were no longer in alphabetical 

order. One cause of this was poor indexing when the slip was first entered 

into the Index (ñA man called John Smithò might be entered under the letter 

ñAò for instance!). Next it was obvious that over the years, people who had 

used the index had extracted ñslipsò, read them, then just returned them to 

any place in the box, with no regard to their proper place. 

Lastly, particularly at our ñOpen Daysò, it was even suspected that perhaps 

some people who had found a reference they were seeking just put the slip in 

their pocket, rather than bothering to copy the information they had found. 

It became more and more obvious to me that this was an instance where an 

Index urgently needed to be computerised. The trouble was, who was going 

to do it? As at that time I was still serving my five-year stint as Membership 

Secretary for the Society, I was rather busy - but I always kept the project in 

mind for the future. At the end of my term of office, my computer was 

requiring a new project, so I was now ready to make a start.  
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At the end of each monthly meeting I collected a portion of the Index and 

took it home. After discussion with other members who were interested in 

the project, it was decided that the Index would be entered into a simple 

ñSpreadsheetò with the columns being headed ñSurnameò - ñFirst Nameò - 

ñEventò. This seemed to be a simple way to cover each and every entry. 

From the start it became more and more obvious that the ñIndexò was 

suffering from all the above-mentioned problems. In addition a new situation 

was found: quite a lot of the ñslipsò referred to people who had strayed 

INTO  Middlesex, not FROM  it. The most glaring example of this were the 

references to wounded German soldiers who had died in Fulham Hospital as 

prisoners of war during the First World War. 

A large number of other entries were of people who had not strayed at all. 

They were just references to Middlesex people who had had an ñeventò IN  

Middlesex - so why had they been included in the first place? Several other 

entries were found to be duplicated - two or more people had reported the 

same event and two or more separate slips had been made. It was interesting 

to see how these various separate entries had differed from each other while 

reporting the same event. It was necessary to extract all the information from 

each slip, and then create a new one. (This is when errors start to creep into 

Records.) 

All of these entries had to be evaluated, together with those that were 

unreadable. After due consideration some had to be rejected. But others, 

even though not strictly ñstraysò, were included, mainly because of their 

ñinterestò value. A large number of entries simply needed to be re-indexed 

under the main surname, with of course separate entries being created for the 

other members of the same family. In addition, any other surname mentioned 

on the slip also required an entry of its own. This could be quite a lengthy 

process. If, for instance, a census return of John Smith of Middlesex, now 

liv ing perhaps in Birmingham, also included his wife and eight children, plus 

several lodgers, all of whom had strayed from Middlesex, each one required 

its separate entry under its own surname/ first name. Luckily, all the final 

surname/first name alphabetical indexing would be done later by the 

computer, once the job was finally finished. 

Slowly, as the project progressed, it was possible to see the varied events 

that had happened to Middlesex people over the years in other parts of this 

country and the rest of the world. For instance, there were numerous 

references to Middlesex people who had emigrated, mainly to the old 

Empire, and there perhaps married, had children, then finally found their last 

resting place.      
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There were references to scandals, bigamous marriages, society weddings, 

and numerous other events ranging from early sad references to families 

dying from cholera in the 1800s right up to references to casualties of the 

bombing during the Second World War. 

So, at last, the project came to its conclusion- While work had slowed during 

the summer months, the many hours spent during long winter evenings 

finally brought me to the letter Z (and there were several entries for this 

letter!). The final tally of entries came to 15,548, and the job was finally 

finished. The time had at long last come when I could press the ñsortò button 

on the computer, and the Index was finally back in an order in which it could 

be easily used. 

Many copies were saved on ñdiscò in case of computer failure. These were 

given to other Society members for safe keeping. The Committee was 

consulted for a decision as to whether we could now destroy the original 

paper/card index. Once the Committee were satisfied that the numerous 

copies had been made, they gave their permission and the old paper and card 

slips were re-cycled at the town dump. 

Our Society had by now recently purchased a ñlap top" computer, and it was 

thought that this would be an ideal place for the Strays Index to be installed. 

There it would be available together with our previously computerised 

ñMiddlesex Marriage Index". This lap top computer, being easily 

transportable, travels to all our monthly meetings, as well as to some of the 

ñOpen Daysò that we attend around the country. It allows rapid and accurate 

searches to be made, usually while you wait. For those members who are 

unable to attend our meetings, a ñPostal Search Serviceò is available: full 

details of this can be found inside the back cover of our Society journal. 

It is hoped that over the coming years the ñStrays Indexò will be an ever- 

growing resource for our members. So as you travel around the country, or 

visit foreign lands, keep an eye open for references to Middlesex people who 

made their mark in life while away from their home county. This previously 

under-used Index is well worth a visit; who knows, it might just have a 

reference to that longðlost ancestor you are searching for. 

UNUSUAL SURNAMES 

How some of those unusual surnames get started? From the Register 

of Baptisms at St Paulôs Hammersmith: 

4th September 1859 - Elizabeth Towpath, Abode Barnes 

Foundling left on tow path 15th June 1859      
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BOOKSHELF 
 

London Bridge: A Visual History by Peter Jackson 

The story of London Bridge, from the putative wooden bridge built by the 

Romans, to the stone mediaeval bridge covered with buildings, and the 

subsequent replacements. 

144pp, 160 ills, 0 948667 82 6 publ. Nov.2002 £15.95 

Criminal London: A Pictorial History from Mediaeval Times to 1939 by 

Mark Herber 

Despite modern trepidations about crime figures, this book reveals that 

things were probably worse in the past. Mediaeval records are full of 

murders, fights, forgery and vagrancy. London was a magnet for criminals 

From the rest of the country. The book includes a well-researched and 

illustrated account of the police, thief-takers, magistrates and judges, and 

Tyburn tree, the prisons, hulks and stocks. 

224pp, 1 860 77 199 8 publ. May 2002 £20 

Domesday Book: Middlesex ed. John Morris 

One of a series covering the original counties covered by Domesday Book, 

with modern translations alongside the original text, each with introduction, 

glossary, full notes, indexes and maps. 

A5, Hardback 0 85033 131 5, £12, Paperback 0 85033 1366, £7 

Brentford Past by Gillian Clegg 

On the main road to the west and at a point where two rivers and a canal 

meet, Brentford was one of the most important towns in Middlesex with a 

þourishing market and fair. A prehistoric settlement, Roman village, Saxon 

meeting place and scene of a famous Civil War battle, from the 18th century 

there were distilleries, breweries, potteries, a waterworks and gasworks. In 

the 1930s came the Great West Road with its art deco factories. This 

comprehensive account brings the story of Brentford up to the present now it 

is undergoing substantial rebuilding and regeneration. 

144pp, 174 ills, 0 94866779 6 publ. Nov. 2002 £15.95 

Battersea Past by Patrick Loobey 

Once a small, isolated riverside village concentrated around Battersea 

Square, with good soil for market gardens, some industry came in the 18th 

century then more with the railways in the 19th century, with terraced 

housing put up to house the workers. Now industry has moved out and  
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apartment blocks have been built- This comprehensive account is the first 

substantial book on Battersea since 1925. 

144pp, 180 ills, 0 948667 761 publ. Oct.2002 £15.95 

Croydon Past by John Gent 

This book tells the story of Croydon. Originally a small but important market 

town in open countryside, Croydon was the principal town in East Surrey. It 

housed the ónear Londonô residence, which became Croydon Palace, of the 

Archbishops of Canterbury First enclosure then the coming of the railways 

led to development. With its good water and drainage Croydon became a 

sought-after residential area close to London, and by the 1920s had merged 

with Londonôs suburbs. The transformation of the town centre in the 1960s 

made Croydon the sixth largest commercial centre in the country. 

144pp, 159 ills, 1 86077 223 4 publ. Oct.2002 £15.99 

Walton Past by Bryan Ellis 

The ford at Walton in Surrey may have been used by Julius Caesar, and it 

was later controlled by Chertsey Abbey. The 14th century manor house still 

stands. Oatlands Palace, patronised by Royalty, was built in the 16th century. 

Walton Bridge was built in the 18th century, and the 19th century railways 

brought trippers to enjoy boating on the river. Walton Film Studios provided 

glamour, but the town centre was rebuilt in the unfortunate 1960s style. The 

author tells Waltonôs story with a carefully-researched text and superb 

illustrations. 

144pp, 155 ills, 1 86077211 0 publ. Oct. 2002 £15.99 

All the above books can be ordered from: Phillimore Bookshop, Shopwyke 

Manor Barn, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 ZBG (add 10% p&p) email: 

bookshop@phillimore.co.uk website: www.phillimore.co.uk, tel: 01243 

787636 

One On Every Corner 

This book has recently been published by a research group at Westminster 

City Archives. In 1999 a group project was set up to undertake a local study. 

The subject was to be pubs in Westminster - soon amended to some pubs in 

Westminster! A varied range of materials was used, with obvious sources 

such as records of licencees and brewery records, along with rate books and 

directories, newspaper reports, settlement examinations, census returns, 

bomb damage reports, illustrations and other sources. 

One time-consuming task was the compilation of lists of licencees, and the 

names and addresses of the pubs - pub name changes are not new. The book  
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contains hundreds of names which could be of use to family historians. 

The book is on sale at Westminster Archives price £12.99 

City of Westminster Archives Centre, 10 St Annôs Street, London SW1P 2DE 

tel. 7641 5180, website: www.westminster.gov.uk 

Amendments to the Postal Book List 

(last printed in full in September 2002 journal) 

The Story of Kew      Out of print 

Life in Fulham - Old Fulham in Pictures  Out of Print 

Shepperton Story      Price now £6.75 plus 75p p&p 

A History of Sunbury Pubs    Price now £3.50 plus 55p p&p 

 
 

NETWORK 11 TAPE LIBRARY 
 

The following tapes of talks which have been given to participating Societies 

may be hired for 14 days at a cost of £1.60 including postage and packing 

(sorry, UK Members only). Please make all cheques payable to WEST 

MIDDLESEX FHS, and give name, address and telephone number, and your 

FHS membership number. 

Send your requests to: WEST MIDDLESEX FHS TAPE LIBRARY, c/o Muriel 

Sprott, 1 Camellia Place, Whitton, Twickenham, Middlesex TW2 7HZ. 

Copies of the updated Network 11 Tape Library List are available for 30p 

plus A5 SAE from: Mrs Stella Nicholls, Tape Library, 1 Beacon Drive, Bean, 

Dartford, Kent DA2 8BE.     
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MORE . . . SERVANTS IN THE CENSUS   Liz Goodacre 
 

In the last issue of the newsletter I was interested to read the summary of 

Lewis Ortonôs talk about servant-keeping in stately homes. I thought readers 

who found this of interest might like to know of my own research on the 

topic, which was undertaken as part of the assessment process for the Open 

University course I was studying in 1999, ñStudying Family and Community 

Historyò (sadly no longer running). There are also two excellent books for 

those wanting to read about country house servants. 

I am a member of WMFHS because my family history revolves around 

Chelsea; however, I live in Kingston, near Ham, where I saw the opportunity 

for an interesting research project. In the mid-19th century the National 

Orphan Home for Girls was located on Ham Common, surrounded by many 

large aristocratic homes, not least Ham House. The Orphan Home trained its 

girls for a life in service, the majority of them leaving its care to enter service 

by the age of 15. As a considerable number of the NOH Committee members 

were aristocrats and businessmen from the surrounding houses I wanted to 

see how many of the girls went into their service. Did the philanthropy of the 

Committee members and benefactors extend to taking the girls into their 

own employment? 

I had to use the Minute Books of the Home as my main primary source, and 

the census returns for 1851, 61 and 71. There is not room here to go into the 

details of the research; suffice to say my thesis was not borne out. I found 

only one girl from the Home in employment amongst the families I selected, 

and that was with the one tradesman, the local butcher. 

Lewis Orton found that the big houses he studied did not take on local 

servants; they could choose ñcareerò servants from around the country. My 

research concurs with this. Some of my families did take on very young boys 

as pages, but in the houses I looked at the mean ages of the female servants 

were as follows: 

1851 - 26.6 

1861 - 25.3 

1871 - 22.3 

Obviously I could not use place of birth in the census as an indicator of 

ñlocalò girls as they were orphans from far and wide. I tried to match up 

names from the census returns for the Home with lists of inmates and leavers 

in the Minute books, but without success. In the census returns for the local  
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Houses none of the names except one male butler could be tracked across 

more than one census, so servants did not stay for long periods. Some had 

travelled to the area with the families they worked for, and this I picked up 

by noticing that a servant had the same birth place as, say, the youngest 

children. 

I am well aware of the limitations of my research methods and of my sources 

(all part of the learning experience). The Minute Books which fascinated and 

lured me when I first discovered them were incomplete. The gaps in the 

information caused some problems. One of the lessons of the course was to 

assess carefully the usefulness of your primary sources. I was so enthralled 

by these massive books that I spent far too long reading them in the Local 

History Library in Richmond without always focussing on what I was 

looking for. Another time, with more leisure and less pressure to produce 

results I will return. Fortunately I was still able to gain some fascinating 

insights into a local institution, and the thing for which I am most grateful is 

that the research led me to two interesting books: 

P. Horn (1975) The Rise and Fall of the Victorian Servant, 

Macmillan 

J. Gerard (1994) Country House Life, Family and Servants 

1815-1914, Blackwell 

Reading these books gave some background to my research and allowed me 

to set my own findings against the authorsô serious academic study. Gerard 

claims that middle class employers were reluctant to recruit local servants to 

avoid the possibility of becoming the subject of local gossip; also that 

"career" servants, that is those formally trained and in senior positions, were 

more likely to move around the country gaining experience. This may have 

been the eventual outcome for the orphan girls of Ham. 

However Horn believes that orphan girls entering service were at a 

disadvantage as they had received their training within their own institution, 

and the culture shock of working in a sumptuous home could lead to 

difficulties for both employer and employee. Hornôs book is a stimulating 

and interesting read for anyone wanting an insight into this relationship. 

I would love to know where the NOH girls went. Perhaps they were taken on 

at cheap rates outside the local area, because of their humble background. 

Perhaps they did stay longer in their situations because they had nowhere 

else to go? The potential for continued research is immense. One day. . . ! 

Liz Goodacre, 57 Staunton Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5TN     
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PAST MEETINGS 
 

Novemberôs talk ñThe Late Victorian Sailorò by Michael Fountain was an 

entertaining, informative and detailed account of life at sea in the late 19th 

century. As a boy he had been given a box of photographs which included a 

picture and newspaper story about a ship, ñthe Condor, feared lost". His 

father told him the ship had sunk with all hands. This began his interest in 

his great uncle Percy and what happened to him and his ship. With the aid of 

the boxôs contents, plus research amongst the Navy records at the PRO and 

research into the period, Michael was able to put together a picture of his 

great uncleôs life and the background to it. 

He discovered that his great grandmother, having left her husband, brought 

up five sons on her own. Her son Percy joined the Royal Navy at a time 

when it was needed to protect the interests of the British Empire and its 

trade. Officers, with private means, were often eccentric and captains had a 

large amount of autonomy. Most of the ships were based at Chatham. New 

recruits were trained on sailing ships and learned to become part of a team. 

So many of them got hernias from heaving on ropes that surgical support 

makers in the ports did a good trade. 

Men were responsible for their own kit and mended their own clothing. 

Crews were responsible for the maintenance and repair of their ship, and 

work was always found for idle hands. One of the most detested jobs was 

ócoalingô - loading coal into bunkers to fuel the ship on its next voyage. But 

each man was allowed a rum ration of 2½ oz of rum diluted with an equal 

amount of water - petty officers were allowed it neat. Favours could be paid 

for from a manôs rum ration - the bigger the favour, the larger the óswallowô, 

hence the well-known expressions: tasters, sippers and gulpers. 

After finishing his basic training, Percy was posted to Chatham. He became 

a Seaman Gunner First Class - a 4½ inch gun had a range of five miles - and 

was posted to the Condor, the penultimate Navy ship to be fitted with a full 

set of sails: her coal load would only last for 5½ daysô steaming. HMS 

Gannet, now on show at Chatham, is identical to the Condor. 

Under Captain Sclater the Condor sailed in 1901, heading for the Pacific. 

She reached Panama on 27th March 1901. The navigator, Lieutenant 

Winthrop, had contracted yellow fever and was put ashore and ten more of 

the crew went down with the fever. The ship sailed on and arrived at 

Vancouver Island on 28th April 1901, and was there quarantined and 

fumigated. Captain Sclater wrote to the Admiralty about the way the ship     
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was rolling - she had rolled to an angle of 40° rounding Cape Horn, and 

water was not clearing from the decks quickly, making her top-heavy. The 

Admiralty wrote back saying the complaints were exaggerated. Winthrop 

rejoined the ship on 5th May. Mrs Sclater had travelled out from England 

and was now lodging in Victoria, Vancouver Island. 

The Condor carried out some patrols in the area, then set sail on a longer 

voyage; she was due to be away for four months with first port of call 

Honolulu, Hawaii, after which she was due to go on to Pitcairn Island, where 

the Bounty mutineers had hidden. She never arrived. A storm had blown up 

the night she sailed. Search parties covered the west coast of Vancouver 

Island. A lifebelt and other wreckage was washed ashore and local Indians 

found a clinker-built dinghy. In the local garrison church on Vancouver 

Island is a plaque in memory of the Condor. Afterwards, the design of the 

class of ship to which the Condor belonged was modified. 

As usual, our December meeting was an enjoyable social gathering. The new 

lectern, specially made in memory of past WMFHS Secretary Yvonne 

Woodbridge, was on show and Wendy Mott gave a talk about Yvonne and 

the lectern. This was followed by Toni Davies speaking on Christmas 

curiosities and traditions. As usual, members contributed a wonderful 

assortment of buffet food. 

In January 2003 teacher of local history Eileen Bowlt talked to us about the 

history of the village of Harefield, in North West Middlesex. There is still a 

lot of open land around Harefield and there are still working farms - now 

owned by the Borough of Hillingdon - in the area. There is also a good 

survival of some of the large houses built by prominent land-owning 

families: the Newdigates, Breakspears, Ashbys and Cookes. 

The village itself seems to have spread uphill from the mediaeval church of 

St Mary - now somewhat isolated - and is now centred on a crossroads at the 

top of the hill, where stands the Kingôs Arms, in existence by 1700 and once 

one of fifteen licensed premises in the village. Inside the church is the 

imposing tomb of Alice, Dowager Countess of Derby, in Elizabethan garb 

and with flowing hair. Originally a Spencer of Althorp, she married as her 

second husband Sir Thomas Egerton, who lived in the Manor House (now 

gone) near the church and there entertained Elizabeth I in 1602. The 

Countess personally knew the poets Edmund Spenser and John Milton, and 

perhaps also Shakespeare. She left money for Almshouses to be built (they 

were built just after 1637), which still stand but are now empty. A Georgian 

mansion, Harefield Place, built by Lord Newdigate, has been converted into 

offices and stands surrounded by a golf club; Brakespears House, now empty,  
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belonged to the Brakespears, who came to the area in the Middle Ages. 

Nicholas Brakespear, the only English Pope, may have come from a branch 

of this family. Another famous resident of the house was W.S. Gilbert of 

Gilbert and Sullivan fame. While there he wrote Yeoman of the Guard, 

possibly inspired by a poster for the Tower of London he saw whilst waiting 

at Uxbridge Station. 

Harefield Mansion was built circa 1710 and belonged to the Cooke family. 

The ancient Moor Hall, demolished in the 1960s, was a building which 

belonged to the Knights of St John, who had a óCommanderyô in the village. 

Brackenbury Farm was originally a moated farm and housed stewards of the 

Manor; Copt Hall Farm is a timber-framed building, and Crows Nest Farm, 

Highway Farm and Coney Farm are also ancient. Willow Farrn - in one of its 

fields the fritillery was first seen - Langleys Farm and Bourne Farm were on 

the Brakespear Estate. 

Another resident of Harefield was Count Bruhl from Saxony, who was 

interested in science and astronomy, built his own observatory, and invited 

George III, who was also interested in science, to supper. In 1699 Gregory 

King, a statistician (he called statistics ñpolitical arithmeticò) carried out a 

census of Harefield people, which can be viewed at the PRO; his notebooks 

are at London Metropolitan Archives. 

Despite the enclosures of 1813, a large village green was set aside for the 

recreation of the people of Hareýed. With the coming of the Grand Junction 

Canal in the 17905, and with the proximity of the River Colne, Hareýeld 

became quite an industrial centre. Amongst several industrial concerns, the 

Mines Royal Copper Company owned copper mills where the metal was 

rolled into sheets for copper-bottomed sailing ships. When iron ships came 

in the mill became a paper mill, then an asbestos works till the 1920s. Mines 

Royal House, the mill managerôs house of the 1780s, still stands. Another 

mill, Blue Jacks Mill, is now a restaurant, and the old Fisheries Inn still 

stands beside the River Colne. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

If an unmarried mother has her baby in the Workhouse the child may 

be baptised at the church local to the Workhouse.     
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ANSWERS TO CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
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EDITORôS NOTES 
 

Congratulations to member Chris Hern on being awarded the MBE in the 

New Yearôs Honours List. 

Deadlines for the quarterly issues of WMFHS journal are: 

15 January; 15 April; 15 July; 15 October 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Church Bells 

Church bells have played an important role in the life of a community since 

the 8th century. They were used to summon the faithful to worship, celebrate 

baptisms, weddings and feast days, give news of Royal births and glorious 

national victories, and were tolled on the occasion of the death of a 

parishioner: óthree times threeô upon the death of a man, and óthree times 

twoô upon the death of a woman, followed by the years of the dead personôs 

age. 

In addition there was specifically the curfew bell, which originally warned 

villagers to cover the fires in their thatched cottages before retiring to bed at 

the end of the day. 

Individual bells were often inscribed with an appropriate prayer or text, and 

perhaps dedicated to a saint. Like ships, they were always referred to as 

female. The tenor bell in Upper Hardres in Kent was made by William Daw 

of London in the late 14th century and inscribed in Latin with the words ñI 

am the resounding rose of the world called Katherineò. 

At the Reformation a great number of bells were silenced or removed but 

many were restored during the Elizabethan period and more were cast. 

Inscriptions on Tudor and Post-Reformation bells tend to be secular in 

character, usually in English and often incorporating the name of the 

bellfounder and the names of benefactors. 

Annuitants 

When someone has ñannuitant" against their name in a census entry, 

although this may mean they have an income from investments, it may 

alternatively mean they are receiving a small pension from a family they 

worked for as a servant for a long period, or from a commercial company 

with whom they were employed.      
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

The Society welcomes all new members. The list below comprises those from 

whom surname interest forms had been received at the time this issue of the 

Journal was prepared. The interests themselves are listed on the following 

pages. 


