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FUTURE MEETINGS

The following talks have been arranged:

20 Mar A.G.M. followed by talk:
What | did on Coronation D&y Peter Roe

17 Apr William Hogarth and the darker side of LondoRatricia Waldock
15 May Bigamyi Peter Park

19 June  Finding your Poor AncestoisA Look at Poor Law Records
Jean Debney

17 Juy Dondt D e Todayi, Adwaticingt Family History by Post
Jeanne Bunting

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at Montague Hall,
Montague Road, Hounslow, and doors open at 7.1Bamking is available
adjacent to the HalResearh material such as indexasd reference books,
exchange journals fromther societies and a bookstailll, of whichcan be
browsed between 7.30pm and 10gtalks take place between 8 and 9pm
tea/coffee, cold drinks, biscuits are ats@ilableat meeihgs.

The following article appeared in th
Scrivener 0,thetCalderalé Bamity Riatdry Sodety.
A CAUTIONARY TALE

A new young monk arrives at the monastery. He is assigned to help the other
monks in copying the oldanons and laws of the church by hand. He notices,
however, that all the monks are copying from copies, not from the original
manuscript. The new monk goes to the head abbot to question this, pointing

outt hat I f someone mad e tcepyatwouldnesema | | e
be pickedup. In fact, that error would be continued in all the subsequent

copies.

The head monk says, AWe have been co
butyou make a good point, my son". He goes down into the dark caves
underneth the monastery where the original manuscript is held in a locked
vaul t tHeentopemed fermundreds of years. Hours go by and nobody
sees the old abbdthe young monk gets worried and goes downstairs to

look for him. He sees hifmanging his headgainst the wall and crying
uncontrollably.

The young monk asks the old abbot, a
chokingvoice, theoldabbat e pl i es, A The" word i s cel

The moral to this story for family historians-iSIEVER rely on transcripts,
always check the original!

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 2 MARCH 2003



NEWS ROUNDUP

Family Records Centre

The FRC now has its own dedicated website. It features information about
planning a visit (including the dates of forthcoming coach party visits!) as
well as all the latest news and eveMtsu can also download PRC
informationleaflets.wwwfamilyrecords.gov.uk/frc

Heritage Centre, Greenford

View items of local history and heritage at Ravenor Farm, 29 Oldfield Lane
South, Greenford, Middlesex UBG.B (next to Ravenor Pajkincludes
History Books covering West Middsex area. Opening hours Saturday
|Oam4.30pm, Sunday 1p#.3Qom. Contact telephone numbers, when
open: 028575 6644 when closed: 07703 565495 &08579 (1178; or
write: N GH@uckootLang, éldnyell W7 3EY (Curators: Ddand
Chris Blackwel).

London Metropolitan Archive

On I nternational Womenés Day, the LM
hi ghlight the stories of some of Lon
future: Jo Green, Rawteobotduwohimpnds Res
Wo me n & s DL Hilda Keane, Ruskin College, Oxforid:Wime n 6 s vV e

S

L
London Lives Researching the Ordinaty, Mar i k a Cl8udia r wo
Jones, Campaigner for Black Women T o b o @382 3851.e | 0

As a preliminay to visiting the actual archv e s, & boador. MA 6
Generation®atabase can be searched online. Although not fully

comprehensive, it wiljive an idea of what the holdings are for different

areas of Greater Londamder various headings, e.g. parish registers, school
records, elect@al registers etc. Thedatasb® can be accasssed
websitewww.cityoflondon.gov.uk/archives/lm Typically it is possible to

select d.ondon borough frormadropd o wn menu, | @or foel adtl
GreaterLondon; entering dates will limit the seararea. There are three
typesoisearch phrase”": the name of an |

etc.(the Database will supply the microfilm number of a particular Parish
Registewnhich saves looking it up at LMA before beginning a search
geograpital location in London, e.g. Finchley; a relevant description, e.g.

A e | e avhiadh wauldl produce a list of Registers of Electors within the
defined arealen results are displayed on the screen at a time. The database
does notontain individual namesf dondoners, so will not respond if only

a p e rnane s érgered.
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Public Record Office

The 1901 census website is now aafalié online seven days a week, 2

hoursa day. The online service can also be accessed at the Family Records
Centreand PRO kew, also at Libraries and other Record Offices with an
Internetfacility, and cyber cafes. For telephone enquiries the Census
helpdesk will beopen 9am to 7pm Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm Saturday:
+44(0) 1684 585298/585929, email:support@censustpdesk.o.uk

The PRO has launched an electronic newsletter, PRO NEWS, to which you
can subscribe free, to keep members of the public informed about: new
online services for research and information; neawgilable government

files; events; new publications; spaicoffers; competitionge.g. a chance to
win free vouchers for the 1901 cenyustc. For further information, visit

their websitevww.pro.gowk

FCC Wills available online now covdré period 1810 to858 (although not
100% complete for the hwle of ths period. www.praonline.pro.gov.uk

From Saturday 21 June to Saturd@yStptember, as part of ifgomen and

War season, the PRO is mounting an exhibifitrey Cabt Get On Wi t
Us exploring the many roles of women during the First and Second World

Wars through a selection of posters and government propaganda designed to
boost women's efforts in the forces and on the home faimhission free.

PRO Kew warns that it may have to close for safety reasons during any
strikeby the Firefighters, so in thiwent always check in advance by
telephone ithey will be open when you plan to visit.

Society of Genealogists

SOG6s Great Card Index, formerly hou
drawers, is now available on microfilm in the Lower Library. The major

sourcest draws from are: parish registers, marriage licences, notably the

Bi shop osfmariagelideocesdl7680; wills and admons,

monumental inscription@especially Memorials of the dead in Ireld3nd

obituaries, chancery records, subscriptions listsdsleetc. It is especially

rich for the 18th century.

Diary Dates 2003

Tuesday 4 March:3pm: Gallery Tour at the Museum of Londdmmndon

and the Industrial Revolutiollex Werner, World City Gallery. Find out
moreabout Londonés i ntdry 30tmnsMuseumoh t he 1
London,London Wall EC2Admission Free

Sunday 9 March: North London & Herts Family History Fair. Watford
Leisure Centre, Horseshoane, Garston, Watford. &t to S5pm.

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 4 MARCH 2003



Tuesday 11 March:3pm: Gallery Tour at the Museum of Laon World

City 18571914 ,Karen Fielder, World City Gallery. With urban innovation,
adaptability, new forms of transport, etc. London developed into a unique
city. 30 mins Admission Free.

Monday 17 March: Society of Genealogists Open Day, including tafrs
thebuilding and resources, demonstrations of online databases, team of
advisorgo help with research, free vouchers for Future research visits.
Admission Free.

Sunday 23 March Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Family History Fair,
Exeter Hall, Gford Road, Kidlington 10arbpm Admission £2

Saturday 29 March: Cambridgeshire Family History Society Family
History Fair. Full day of lectures, advice desks, st#lldmission £10
includes lunchimpington Village College, Cambridge, further details:
www.cfhsorg.uk or emailcarol.noble @ntlworldcomor SAE toCarol
Nobl e, 22 sRoad, Migan,gCambedgedCB3 Olfdr booking
form.

Saturday 29 March: Study day:TheFashionable Imagel0Oam4.30pm
Museum of London. Experts explore the Harry Matthews didieof 16th
to 19th century Fashion plates and notebooks, recently donated. In
associatiowith Museumof London Friends of Fashion &ostume Society.
£20. Fordetails and booking tel.027814 5507,
email:friends@museunoflondonorg.uk

Thursday 3 to Sunday6 April: Westvard Ho! Movement and Migration.
Southwest Family History Soceties Conference at Exeter University on
theme of internal movement and migration to and from overseas, e. g. USA,
Canala, Australia and New Zealandptidnal outing to Powderham e

(with talk by the Archivistand guided walk round historic city of Exeter.
Further details of programme oittp://www.cornwallfhs/wh@ookings
secretaryAudreyLovell, 784 Muller Road, Eastville, Bristol BSEA,

e-mail: secretary@bafhs.org.uk

Tuegday 15 April: Sunbury & Shepperton Local History Society talk:
Highwaymen of Hounslow Heally Andrea Cameron. Halliford School
Theatre, Russell Road, Shepperton, 8dorrmembers £1

Sunday Z April : The South Coast Family History Fair, Worthing Pavilion
Theatre, Marine Parade, Worthing. 108pm.Admission £2.00

Saturday & Sunday 3 & 4 May:. Society of Genealogists Family History
Fair, Horticultural Halls, Westminster, 10a&pm both days
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Saturday 28 June:York Family History Fair, Knavesmire Exhibition
Centre,York Racecourse. Hin to 4.30pm. All the usual stalls, plus cafeteria
and freeparking. Largest Family histprevent in UK.Admission £2.50
Furtherdetails from:Mr A. Sampson, 1 OxggrClose, Redcar, Cleveland
TS104ND, tel: 01642486615

Thursday 17 July: At PRO Kew, 7pm. Dr Toby Haggith, film historian at
theImperial War Museum, will present a selection of archive films about
womenat war in WWI and WWII, including government propaganda
material andilms produced by women documentary makers. @tutes
approx.£5, £4 concession.

Monday 4-Friday 8 August 2003:Summer SchodlVamen and Warby

PRO,St Mary's College Twickenham and BBC History, including lectures,
guidedtours and document workshops. For more information, call St Mary's
College 020 8404198.

NEWS ROUNDUP

WMFHS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2003
7.45pm on Thursday, March 20
at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow

AGENDA
1. Welcome 7. Membership Secretary’s Report
2. Apologies 8. Project Coordinator’s Report
3. Minutes of the 2002 AGM 9. Treasurer’s Report
4. Matters Arising 10. Appointment of Examiners
5. Chairman’s Report 11. Election of Committee
6. Secretary’s Report 12. Any otherbusiness

000

| would like to thank all of you who included Christmas cards, notes and
greetings wit your renewal of membership.istContact with you, the
members, which makes this job such an interesting one. | was very
encouraged by thmany members who have renewed so promptly and |
hopethis year is the one when you will find that ancestor who only appears
to havebeen married or buried, and never baptised!
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If you have not already done so, please do send back your membership
renewalforms as soon as possibleemember, any member who goes three
months or more in arreafom 1st Januajymust be deemed to have
resigned.

Bridget Purr, Membership Secretary
We seek 6éem her e, we seek 6em there

The Society is organising a Oy Conferace on Saturday 13th
September @03, at the Public Record Office, Kew. We have brought
together a team of excellent speakers: Michael Gandy will be telling us how
research is becoming easier; John and Beryl Hurley will be outlining some
alternative sourceand Chris Watts will be guiding us through the resources
at the PRO. Further details and a booking form can be found in the centre of
the Journa(as well as on our websjte

Family History Fairs

For the benefit of our many members who are unable todadi@nmonthly
meetings in Hounslow, we could be coming to a Family History Fair near
you. Come along and meet us in ZDWWMFHS is due to attend North
London StHerts at Watford, SOG Fair, and YdideeDiary Dates).

Certificate Courier Service

Thank you ¢ all members whordered certificates during 2B0l was able

to give our Treasurer £9. As mentioned in the last Journal, the number of
requests has lessened so | am not going to the FRC so often, but will try not
to keep anyone waiting too long.

The cat of certificates ordered through the Family Records Centre is to
increase by 50p from April 2003. Therefore the charge for certificates from
the courier service will be £8.50 for all orders sent to me after 21 March. If |
am able to order by 31 Marchill refund the overpaid 50p to you.

Please supply the FULL reference as given in the index, i.e. name, yeatr,
guarter, district, volume and page. | do check the reference you have
supplied and appreciate that sometimes the page numbers are difficult to
read if using a fiche. Unwanted certificates or copies of certificates which
arestill wanted are always welcome for our certificate database.

When applying please quote your membership number and make your
cheque payable to nfeot WMFHYS); all payments mudie insterling.
S.A.E.s appreciated.

Valerie J. WalkefMiss), 32 Cunnington teet, Chiswick, London W4 5EN
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THE RIVERSIDE VILLAGE OF ISLEWORTH Andrea Cameron

The original parish of All Saints, Isleworth, covered the riverside villtugge,
hamlets of Worton, Brentford End and Wyke, plus all that partafnsiow
south ofthe Staines Road, High Street and London Road.

Isleworth has been a settlement for possibly four thousand years. The area
once known a®ld England on the eastern borders®yon Park and

Brentford Dock, when epavated in 1928 revealed a RomalBntish

settlement. The excavations diem was the late Sir Mortimer Néeler and

the finds can be seen in the Museum of London. They included the wooden
basketweave walls from huts,gts and metal hunting implements.

In theDomesday Surveyf 1086, the entry for the Hundred of Honeslaw
refers to the Manor of Gistlesworde, the derivation of this name possibly
beingGi s | h er e G Ehe entryadfecs $owa prest living in the areat, b
makes no reference to a church. The Hundred included Twickenham,
Whitton, Hounslow and Heston.

In 1231 Isleworth Manor was conveyed to Richard, Earl of Cornwall, the
brother of King Henry lll. Richard had a new Manor House containing a
chapel built belmd the present position of Lower Square. The site was

excavated in the late 198Bg archaeologists from the Museum of London.

The first known church, dedicated to All Saints, of which the tower survives,
dates from the late 14th century. In 1431 the Mmrgf St Saviour and St
Bridget of Syon of the order of St Augustine was built on the site of Syon
House. The Bridgettine order of nuns originated in Sweden and arrived in
England at the beginning of the 15th century to found an English branch.
King Henry V granted them a site by the River Thames at St Margarets,
wheretheir first house was built ir41L5 ; this site proving unsuitable, they
moved to Syon. Syon Abbey was dissolved in 1539 on the orders of King
Henry VIII and most of the monastic buildinggre demolished, although

Henryos fifth wife, Kat herine Howard
months in 1542. When Henry died in 1547 his body rested overnighihén
chapel en route from London to Winds

The site wagranted to Edward Seymour, first Duke of Somerset, who in
1548 had Syon House built. Soméns@s later accused of treasadme

played a leading part in the Lady &a@rey affair found guilty and
beheaded on Tower Hill. Lady Jane Grey was offered tioa¢hof England
whilst living at Syon House. Wen Queen Mary | came to the throne she
brought the nuns back to Syon as she still worshipped as a Catholic, but
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Queen Elizabeth | was a Protestant and when she came to the throne she sent
the nuns packingnce more. In 1594 Queen Elizabeth leased the Syon estate

to Henry Percy, 9th Earl of Northumberland. King James | granted the
freehold of Syon to the Earl as a th
English throne. In the 1B century the Earldom wgeelevated to a Dukedom

and the present Duke of Northumberland is the 12th in this line. Th8ttid

century saw the interior of Syon House being redesigned by Réadbenm and

the grounds being remodelled by Capability Brown.

Isleworth in the midL7th cerury experienced some of the events of the
English Civil War. In November 1642 Syon House was occupied by Royalist
troops during the Battle of Brentford, and at the end of the War in 1647
Oliver Cromwell met there with the Parliamentarian Generals, soms Lo

and London Members of Parliament.

One hundred and forgine Isleworth residents died of the plague in 1665.
An Isleworth churchyard memorial records this event, but the bodies would
have been buried outside the churchyard; the burial register esridasith

the letter9l.

In 1630 a charity school was established in Lower Square. This was a

boarding school for girls of poor families whose fathers had died. The school
continues today as Isleworth Blue School. The oldest surviving almshouses in
theboough were built 1T n Mil]l Pl at i1 n 1°¢
they are named aft Sir Thomas Ingram, who founded them. He lived in a

house by the Thames, later called Shrewsbury House. This was destroyed by

fire in 1 795 and is now the site of the hiwharf office development.

Isleworth Stairs, by the side of the preséatvn Wharf public house, were
where local Watermen were hailed to ferry people up and down the river.
Samuel Pepys in his diaries refers to hailing a Waterman there to take him
back b London after dining with his friend, Thomas Povey, at Hounslow
Manor.

Church Ferry operated from in front of All Saints church across to the

Isleworth gate into Kew Gardens. Commencing in the reign of King Henry

VIII, it continued into the 1960t StMar gar et 6 s, t he Rai | s
commenced in the reign of King George IIl and continued until the Second

World War. The river provided wharves where coal, wood and other materials
could be unloaded. Gunpowder from the mills on Hounslow Heath ~ the

horses plling the gunpowder carts were shod with copper horseshoes to

avoid sparks and flour from the Isleworth Flour Mill could be loaded for
transportation to the London Docks. Isleworth was a port and maintained a
Custombs house.
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The start of the 18th centusaw All Saints church in need of attention. In

1703 Sir Christopher Wren was employed to survey and report on the needs

of the church. He recommended a new building and provided a design,

similar to the newpos® Great Fir¢ churches in the City of Londo The
parish, being unable to finance Wren
to modify the plans to fit their budget. The original mediaeval tower was

retained and the new church, built in 1705, was attached to it.

During the 18th century houses wgiall estates were built along the river

bank between Isleworth and Twickenham and men of arts and letters lived
there. William Lacy, ceowner of Drury Lane Theatre, lived in Lacy House,
situated between Gordon House and Twickenham Park. John Gumlegs a gla
manufactuer, had Gumley House built c7Q0. It remained in family
ownership until 1840, when it became

Throughout the 18th century public houses were licensed. Many names
survive to this day, but apart from thendonApprenticeand theGeorge,
their buildings were rebuilt in the 20 century. The.ondonApprentices a
popula riverside hostelry built in 1731. For part of tH&tti century it had an
all night licence, which led to stories of London apprentices rowpmyer to
drink there. Thé&eorgepublic house was licensed by 1743 and there is a
record of theSwanfrom 1722, but the present building dates from c. 1930.

Much of the parish in the 18th century became orchards supplying London
with fresh fruit. Travelles using the London Road described the sea of pink
blossom on either side of the road in May. Women from Shropshire were
employed to pick the Fruit and carry it in baskets on their heads up to Covent
Garden market each day.

Isleworth Brewery commenced ii726 and finally closed in 1991, with all
buildings now demolished and the gsigeleveloped for housing. At Won

the Calico Mills operated in the second half of the 18th century. There was an
Isleworth Pottery, situated by the banks of the River Crarse ¢its entry

into the Thames. This made London Delftware pottery, but in the early 19th
century moved to a site inddworth Road, Hounslow. The Duke of
Northumberland has a collection of Isleworth pottery, as does the owaer of
antique china shop ini@irch Street, Kensington. A recent archaeologiaal

on the Hanworth Road site found shards of 19th century pottery.

A second charity school for girtdarted as a Sunday school 96,

becomingp day school I n a house 3 Thel sl ew
Duke ofNorthumberland in 1859 provided a purpdmelt school and

Headm s t hoaise ;1 #ark Road; both these buildings survive as private

houses. In 1908e school, by now called the Green School, moved to new
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buildings at BusciCorner. The bildings suffered some bomb damage during
the Second Worl@lvar, whichwas rectified in the late 1940s

A Union Workhouse to cater for the needs of the destitute of Chiswick,
Brentford, Isleworth, ldunslow and Heston was built on the Twickenham
Road in 1837ln 1896 this became a hospital and is toblemg rebuilt- its
name is now West Middlesex University NHS Trust Hospital.

IN1849 the London and South Western Ras
completed to Isleworth from Barnes. Gradually the old estates soéd and

the land became available for housing development. The orchards gave way

to market gardens. Once the railway line opened, houses were built in north
Isleworth close to the Railway station. One such new estate of detached

Victorian villas was cided the Woodlands. This led to a new parish church,
dedicded to St John, being built ir8%7, financed by the Farnell family, who

owned Isleworth Brewery. The adjacent Vicarage, Infants School and
Almshouses completed the development.

In 1862 Pears soanks had a purpodauilt factory on the northern side of

the London Road. The expansion of the company was so great over the next
twenty-five years that in the 189@se opposite side of the road was

developed with four new large factory buildings wheeesbap was made

until 1952. Production was then transferred to Port Sunlight, Cheshihe as
company was by then owned by Unilever. Pears soap is now made in the
Republic of India.

By the end of the 19th century new schools had been built to cope with th

il ncrease in the popul ation. Il n 1897
the Blue School i n a new building in
AndrewPears. This school survives as IsleweBion school in Ridgeway
Road,Osterley, the present buitdj opening in 1939. Isleworth Town and
WorpleRoad schools were built around the same time.

In 1901 a tram service from Shepherds Bush to Hounslow commenced
travelling along the London Road through north Isleworth. In 1905 a second
service from Hanwell ttlampton Court started which went through
Isleworth.

From 192025 the Great West Road from Chiswick to Hounslow West was
constructed, passing through the northern edge of Isleworth, bypassing
Brentford High Street, the London Road and Hounslow High Stoeetethe
road was open, factories such as Firestone, Pyrene and Gillettdsuiliela
the 19505 the stretch of the road through Isleworth was kiasvine golden
mile because of the internationally renowned companieshwuildings

located there.
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During the1920s and 1930ke market gardens on the outskirts ofitiage
gave way to housing developments. This building work ceased dheng
Second World War, but in the 1at®40s through to the early 19A0as

replaced by public housing developmeiristhe 1980sSpeyhawk Land and
Estates Limited redeveloped the area around Church Street and Lower
Square. Tday the riverside sites of Isi®rth House and the adjacent Brunel
University campus are the subject of several planning applications, as is the
site of the former Pears soap factory.

Isleworth retains enough of its old buildings to remind one of its long and
interesting history. The original village, from the River Thames to the
Twickenham Road and bounded by South Street and North Street, is
desigrated a Conservation area.

Andrea Cameron

Now retired, Andrea was formerly Chiebcal Studies Librarian at Hounslow
Central Library

Wendy Mott at our social evening in December talking at the lectern
specially made in memory of past WMFHS Secretary Yvonne Woodbridge.
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We seek ’em here,
We seek ’em there

How to find those wayward ancestors

A ONE DAY CONFERENCE

Saturday, | 3th September 2003

at the

Public Record Office
Kew
10 am — 3.30 pm

See the centre pages for programme

BOOK NOW
TO SECURE YOUR PLACE
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A LONDON CHILDHOOD Bridget Purr

My fatherin-law was horn in 1900 and was 95 when he died. Although

living in Hammersmith for over S5@ears, he was born in Islington. A
wonderful character, he was loved by all his family, including his many
nephews and nieces, and adored by his grandchildren. He left two accounts
of his childhood and early working life, and afuof the narratre below is

in his own words.tlis set in the period 1905915.

Donald Sidney PURRwas proud of the fact that on the twelfth dayle
twelfth month of the twelfth year he was twelve years old, a titiagdoes
not often occur. He wdsorn in London in 1900, just north of Kingsoss
Station at 8 Outram Street, the home of his maternal grandpai®atah
Jane (née BALL andBenjamin DUNCAN. At the time of his birthhe
address of his parentlfred PURR (more commonly known as Dicland
Sarah Catherine(née DUNCAN) was just round the corner at 3 Lavina
Grove, possibly living with Dick's widowed mothé&fljzabeth PURR (née
DIX).

Di ck was an e n glacabePRROwWho wasvariotisly s on o
described as a coachman, milkman anddraker. Benjamin Duncan was a
butcher, i.e. he slaughtered the animals as well as selling the meat. His
forebears were drovers in the City of London. Don recalls a tale of Benjamin
being called out to a bull that had
blow".

Curiously there is no sign that Don was baptised, although his elder brother,
Alf, and next brother, Tom, appear in the baptismal register of nearby St
Andrews in Thornhill Crescent, where Dick and Sarah were married.

This area of London has beextensively rebuilt since the bombs of World

War Il, but Don remembers the festorey houses, built in the 184860

era, where the family lived in rooms. He also recounted how the houses all
had heavy knockers, so thathearlBot e wh
sides of the road were the same, so that by the carefully tying of opposing
knockers with cotton, one knock would produce an open door which, when

shut on finding neone there, would operate the opposite knocker. No doubt

to the satisfactionfall the local small boys, this could go on for some time.

It was at this time that the tube line was being extended, and an early
childhood memory was gazing into an enormous excavation that became the
lift shaft for York Road Station on the Piccadillge, possibly around 1905.

The station has been closed for years.
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Transport in those days was mainly hedsawn, and heavy twhorse vans

were common, though big loads would be drawn by four. At the back of most
vans would be a van boy, who climbed mdaout with the aid of a heavy
ropeattached to the roof of the van. It was not uncommon for horses to slip
on thecobbled roads and tangle themselves in the harness and shafts. It was
thevanboybs Jj ob to sit on the horseds heec
carmanuntangled the horse and got him on his feet again. Very occasionally
a horsewould injure itself- not a pretty sight. Don remembers his father

being askedo try out a horse and trap for a potential buyer, as today we
would testdrive acar, andDon enjoyed quite an exciting ride around the
Tottenham area. Higaternal grandfather having driven horses all his life, his
sons would havgrown up around them, and it was thought that Dick had
helped withbreaking them in and was known as an expeti@seflesh.

Cars were almost unknown, hotlseses and trams being the main public

transport, and a piece of excitement was to see a link horse joinlets®

tram at speed to help it up a hill. The man in charge of the link horse had to

time the linkupto perfection as he started his horse, hooked the chain on
andjumpecbn t he moving t r atwo-wheeldhansdm A Ha |
cabga nd i g r(mnsdmecabs with four wheels) were used as taxis are

today, and on hot summer days the water cart wouttiband about

keeping the dust down.

Coaches and charabancs were not thexistence, but brakes were
maghnificentlooking vehicles, large and roomy and built high off the road,
giving one a splendid view. Dozens of them would be used for such
occasios as Sunday School outings, when hundreds of London kids would
spend a dain the country. The type of horse used was, as a rule, superior to
the old carhorse.

Other memories of the streets were the muffin man with his bell on Sunday
afternoons at teatiey the lamplighter with his long pole with which he

turned on the street lights at night and off again in the morning; the
shoeblackvho polished shoes for a penny or twape, and the mighty
muscled naveeswho could do anything with a shovel, well beftine days

of pneumatic drillsWhen a hole had to be dug the start was made by a team
of four, all inwonderful rhythm striking a thick steel spike in turn with
sledgehammers.

More street entertainment was suppl.i
military displays, the routes being lined by y@shted soldiers, and on one
occasion Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener rode past, all leaving plenty of
work for the |little boys with their
manure. Empire Day was observed @o was Trafalgar Day, when it was
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Well worth a trip to Trafalgar Square to see the wreaths sent by members of
theBritish Empire in memory of Lord Neat®, and in particular wreaths
from Australia and New Zealand in solid ice.

The family fortunes havingnproved, Dick and Sarah, with their four boys
Alf, Don, Tom and Len, moved from rooms in Kings Cross to a house in
Hazelbury Road, Edmonton, at that time still quite countrified. It was then
that misfortune struck the family and early in 1909 Dick, who evdg 38,

died from influenza, aggravated by bronchitis, leaving Sarah Catherine with
four boys under ten years of age. No social security in those days, so the
houseand furniture were sold off and the family was distributed amongst the
unclesand aunt¢Benjamin and Sarah Jane had eight surviving children,
four boysand four girls, all married with families themsely€Bhis sort of

thing wascommon practice in those days until more satisfactory
arrangements could lmeade.

Soon Sarah Catherine, togetigth Tom and Len, was living in Plimsoll
Road in Finsbury Park wither mother, who was Widowed fribnths after

We believe this to be Don’s first Primary School. He is third from the left in
the middle row.
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her daughter. The two older boys were lucky enough to be accepted into the
Orphan Working School and Alexandra Orphanage, a charity fdundbee

City of London in 1758 fothe purpose of providing a fagtowing economy

with a labour force properly educated to handle the administrative side of
business. Only children of fArespect a
300 boys and 20Q§irls were given a first class education. Many of the lads,
including Alf and Don, became directors and managers of their companies.

The school was originally built at Wanstead but later moved to Maitland
Park,then in the country, at the foot of HaverstatiK, which led up to
Hampstead Heath. The school building looked rather like a castle, with a
centre of imposing architecture and two wings, and all on a rise faced with a
half circle entrance with magnificent gates at each end. The dining hall had a
galery with most graceful stairs on each side leading to the main hall. It had
acircular ceiling painted by Hogarth. There was a-Stading chapel and a
playing ground and sports field with a running track and football and cricket
pitches and nets. Thewas also a heated indoor swimming pool.
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The certificate Don received on leaving the School.
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The highlight of the year was Founders Day on the 10th May, which was
oftenattended by Royalty. The boys gave a display of Indian Club swinging,
fencing, rifle drill and military marching, with the drill sergeaesplendent

in uniform with white gloves and a cane.

This orphanage hadbrresemblance to those instituns appearing in
popular fiction. Discipline there was but for its time there was no undue
punishment, although Don does remember that a shoe wigjdednaster
on a boy lying across a bed could inflict a sting that lasted quite a while!

Don had done well at sport, picking up the Swimming and Running Cups in

the same yedwe still have themso when it came time for him to leave, the

fif teenyearold Mr Purr, dressed in black coat and waistcoat, striped trousers
and an upright starched collar, topped by a very smart overcoat and a bowler
hat, joined for his first job a sports company, A.G. Spalding & Bros., in their
biggest shop in High Holborn.dHeventually became General Sales Manager

of Spaldings and in this capacity travelled all over the world. He loved his
joband had many a tale to tell of his

HELP!

This service is free to members of WMFH S (please gugiur

membership number when writing). In order to ensure that your appeal is
published correctly and is clear to other readers, please make entries clear
and concise, give all personal and place names in BLOCK CAPITALS,
and all dates in full.

Entries from nonrmembers can be accepted, at a rate of £3.00 for up to ten
lines. Payments must be in Sterling only, with cheques made payable to
WMFHS.

WEBBER/BOHN/COCKERILL/KITTLE

Looking for information about JAMES WEBBER, Clerk Stamp Office, and

ANN WEBBER formely BOHN, parents of my Great Grandmother MARY
WEBBER who married RBERT COCKERILL in 1883 at BRIXT®.
Robertdés father, also ROBERT COCKERI
1846 at ST LUKES, MIDDLESEX.

Ms Carol Murnane, Hollow Cottage, Chapel Lane, Holloway, Debi£4
5AU
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COMPUTERISING THE WEST MIDDLESEX STRAYS INDEX
Peter Roe

Our Society, like many others | am sure, has a constant problem: being able

to find a constant supply of members who will take on the job of caring for,
housing andransporting the Society equipment and the increasing number

of records that we hold. In past years | have volunteered to help at odd times
by transporting our AStrays I ndexo t
as and when it was required.

Thisparticubr record was contained iIin seve
shapes, types and sizes, all in various states of disrepair. The boxes housed
|l iterally thousands of ASIipso, each

Middlesexg o pl e wh o haeadMiddleséxara thendéen found in
other parts of the country, or even abroad.

The odd times that | had charge of the Index soon showed me that it
appearedo be a rather littleised research source, and | wondered why.
Watching theew customers that dimake a search, | soon found several
reasons.

Firstly, the enclosed slips, each holding an individual record, were made
from a variety of any type of: card, coloured paper, postcards and cardboard
(cutup cornflake packets were very popllaks the Indexhad been built up
overthe years, it was obvious that the slipsl Istarted to become rather dog
earedand untidy. The vast majority had been handten and regrettably a
largenumber were unreadab(i¢ only people would print!)

Secondly, it was alsoowious that the slips were no longer in alphabetical
order. One cause of this was poor indexing when the slip was first entered

i nto the I ndex (AA man called John S
AAO f or). Nertd was obuiaus that overdlyears, people who had
used the index had extracted Aslipso

any place in the box, with no regard to their proper place.

Lastl vy, particularly at our #nAOpen Da
some people who hddund a reference they were seeking just put the slip in
their pocket, rather than bothering to copy the information they had found.

It became more and more obvious to me that this was an instance where an
Index urgently needed to be computerised. Thebteowas, who was going

to do it? As at that time | was still serving my fiyear stint as Membership
Secretary fothe Society, | was rather busiput | always kept the project in
mind for the future. At the end of my term of office, my computer was
requring a new project, so | was now ready to make a start.
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At the end of each monthly meeting | collected a portion of the Index and

took it home. After discussion with other members who were interested in

the project, it was decided that the Index woulebiered into a simple
ASpreadsheeto wiehdedefnGaFonmmeoNamaeqg

AEvent 6. This seemed to be a simple
From the start it became more and mo
suffering from all thebovementioned problems. In addition a new situation

was found: guite a | ot of the nAslips

INTO Middlesex, noFROM it. The most glaring example of this were the
references to wounded German soldiers who had died imfutospital as
prisoners of war during the First World War.

A large number of other entries were of people who had not strayed at all.
They were just references to IMiddl es
Middlesex- so why had they been included in firet place? Several other

entries were found to be duplicatetivo or more people had reported the

same event and two or more separate slips had been made. It was interesting
to see how these various separate entries had differed from each other while
reporting the same event. It was necessary to extract all the information from
each slip, and then create a new d@m&is is when errors start to creep into
Records.)

All of these entries had to be evaluated, together with those that were
unreadable. Aftedue consideration some had to be rejected. But others,
even though not strictly fAstrayso, w
Ainteresto value. A | arge nindexbder of
under the main surname, with of course separatesiieing created for the
other members of the same family. In addition, any other surnsnaoned

on the slip also required an entry of its own. This could be quetegihy

process. If, for instance, a census return of John Smith of Middlewex,

living perhaps in Birmingham, also included his wife and eight chilghas,
several lodgers, all of whom had strayed from Middlesex, eachegnéed

its separate entry under its own surname/ first name. Luckily, dihtie
surnaméirst name alphabetit indexing would be done later by the

computer, once the job was finally finished.

Slowly, as the project progressed, it was possible to see the varied events
thathad happened to Middlesex people over the years in other parts of this
country and the resif the world.For instance, there were numerous
references to Middlesex people who had emigrated, mainly to the old
Empire, and there perhaps married, had children, then finally found their last
resting place.
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There were references to scandals, bmgasmarriages, society weddings,
and numerous other events ranging from early sad references to families
dying from choéra in the 18008ght up to references to casualties of the
bombing during the Second World War.

So, at last, the project came to iclusion While work had slowed during

the summer months, the many hours spent during long winter evenings
finally brought me to the letter and theravereseveral entries for this

letter!). The final tally of entries came to 15,548, and the job wadlyin
finished. The time had at | oiugtonl ast
on the computer, and the Index was finally back in an order in whiciulid

be easily used.

Many copies were saved on Adisco in
givento other Society members for safe keeping. The Committee was
consulted for a decision as to whether we could now destroy the original
papertard index. Once the Committee were satisfied that the numerous
copies had been made, they gave their permissiotharmd paper and card

slips were recycled at the town dump.

OQur Society had by now recently purc
thought that this would be an ideal place for the Strays Index to be installed.
There it would be available togetheithvour previously computerised

AMIi ddl esex Marriage I ndex". This | ap
transportable, travels to all our monthly meetings, as well as to some of the
AROpen Dayso that we attend around th
searcles to be made, usually while you wait. For those members who are
unable to attend our meetings, a NnNPo
details of this can be found inside the back cover of our Society journal.

It is hoped that over the comingyearhie A Strays | ndexo wi
growing resource for our members. So as you travel around the country, or

visit foreign lands, keep an eye open for references to Middlesex people who
made their mark in life while away from their home county. This presty
underused Index is well worth a visit; who knows, it might just have a

reference to that lordglost ancestor you are searching for.

UNUSUAL SURNAMES

How some of those unusual surnames get started? From the Register
ofBaptisms at St hPaul s Hammer|smi:t

4th September 185%lizabeth Towpath, Abode Barnes
Foundling left on tow path 15th June 1859
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BOOKSHELF

London Bridge: A Visual History by Peter Jackson

The story of London Bridge, from the putative wooden bridge built by the
Romans, to the st@ nediaeval bridge covered with buildings, and the
subsequent replacements.

144pp, 1® ills, 0948667 82 Gubl. Nov.20@ £15.95

Criminal London: A Pictorial History from Mediaeval Times to 1939 by
Mark Herber

Despite modern trepidations about crime fegjrthis book reveals that
things were probably worse in the past. Mediaeval records are full of
murders, fights, forgery and vagrancy. London was a magnet for criminals
From the rest of the country. The book includes a-vesléarched and
illustrated accant of the police, thiefakers, magistrates and judges, and
Tyburn tree, the prisons, hulks and stocks.

224pp, 1860 77 1998 publ. May 202 £20

Domesday Book: Middlesexed. John Morris

One of a series covering the original counties covered by Domesa&y Bo
with modern translations alongside the original text, each with introduction,
glossary, full notes, indexes and maps.

A5, Hardback 0 85033 131 5, £12, Paperback 0 85038,136

Brentford Past by Gillian Clegg

On the main road to the west and at a painere two rivers and a canal

meet, Brentford was one of the most important towns in Middlesex with a
bouri shing market and fair. A prehis
meeting place and scene of a famous Civil War battle, from the 18th century
there were distilleries, breweries, potteries, a waterworks and gasworks. In

the 1930s came the Great West Road with its art deco factories. This
comprehensive account brings the story of Brentford up to the present now it

Is undergoing substantial rebuildiand regeneration.

144pp, 174 ills, ®4866779 Gubl. Nov. 200£15.95

Battersea Pasby Patrick Loobey

Once a small, isolated riverside village concentrated around Battersea
Square, with good soil for market gardens, some industry came in the 18th
centuy then more with the railways in the 19th century, with terraced
housing put up to house the workers. Now industry has moved out and
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apartment blocks have been builhis comprehensive account is the first
substantial book on Battersea since 1925.

144pp 180 ills, 0 948667 76fubl. Oct.20@ £15.95
Croydon Pastby JohnGent

This book tells the story of Croydon. Originally a small but important market

town in open countryside, Croydon was the principal town in East Surrey. It
housed t he 0 deac, whidhbeataime Groydon Padace, of the
Archbishops of Canterbury First enclosure then the coming of the railways

led to development. With its good water and drainage Croydon became a
soughtafter residential area close to London, and by the 1920s @apet

with Londonds suburbs. The transform
made Croydon the sixth largest commercial centre in the country.

144pp, 159 ills, 1 86077 223ptibl. Oct2002 £15.99

Walton Pastby Bryan Ellis

The ford at Walton in Surrey mdnave been used by Julius Caesar, and it
waslater controlled by Chertsey Abbey. The 14th century manor house still
stands. Oatlands Palace, patronised by Royalty, was built in the 16th century.
Walton Bridge was built in the 18th century, and the 19ty railways

brought trippers to enjoy boating on the river. Walton Film Studios provided
glamour, but the town centre was rebuilt in the unfortunatesl€gl@. The

aut hor tells Wal t ereséachedtexband/supegrbt h a ¢
illustrations.

144pp 155ills, 1 86077211 O publ. Oct202 £15.99

All the above books can be ordered from: Phillimore Bookshop, Shopwyke
Manor Barn, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 Z&dfal 10% p&p) email:
bookshop@phillimore.co.ukebsite:www.phillimore.co.uktel: 01248

787636

One On Every Corner

This book has recently been published by a research group at Westminster
City Archives. In 1999 a group project was set up to undertake a local study.
The subjectvas to be pubs in Westminstesoon amended ®omepubs in
Wedminster! Avaried range of materials was used, with obvious sources
suchas records of licencees and brewery records, along with rate books and
directories, newspaper reports, settlement examinations, census returns,
bomb damage reports, illustrations antlder sources.

One timeconsunmng task was the compilation of lists of licencees, and the
names and addresses of the pupsb name changes are not new. The book
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contains hundreds of names which cdegdof use to family historians.
The book is on salat Westminster Archives price £12.99

City of Westminster Archives Centre, I08Sn n6s St reet DE Londo
tel. 7641 580, websitewww.westmister.ga.uk

Amendments to the Postal Book List
(last printed infull in September 200urnal)

The Story of Kew Out of print

Life in Fulham- OIld Fulham in Pictures Out of Print

Shepperton Story Price now £675 plus 75p p&p
A History of Sunbury Pubs Price now £3.50 plus3p p&p

NETWORK 11 TAPE LIBRARY

The following tapes of taskwhich have beenv@n to participating Societies

may be hired for 14 days at a cost of £1.60 including postage and packing
(sorry, UK Members only). Please make all cheques payable to WEST
MIDDLESEX FHS, and give name, address and telephone number, and your
FHS membershipumber.

Send your requests: WEST MIDDLESEX FHS TAPE LIBRARYg Muriel
Sprott, 1 Camellia Place, Whitton, Twickenham, MiddleseR THZ.

Copies of the updatedeivork 11 Tape Lbrary List are available for 30
plus A5 SAE from: Mrs Stella Nicholls, Tdperary, 1 Beacon Drive, Bean,
Dartford, KentDA2 8BE.

92/1  One Name Study (Waddel) Freda Bingley
92/2  InSearch of Golden Thompson Norman Holding
92/3  Curious Last Requests Julian Litten
92/4  Family History Can Be Fun Jim Golland
92/5  Was Your Ancestor a Publican? Judith Hunter
93/1  Coastguard Ancestors Eileen Stage
93/2  Railway Recordsat the PRO Cliff Edwards
93/3  The British and Foreign Schools Society Brian Seagrove
93/4 The Name Game Mrs M. Catty
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93/5 Local Military Records Dr Ian Beckett
93/6  The Villages of Harmondsworth Philip Sherwood
94/1 Teddington David Neller
94/2 300 Years of Mud and Crime Ron Cox

94/3  The Victorian Sailor Mike Fountain
94/4 Wandsworth and Fulham in Postcards Pat Looby

95/1 Boatsand Boaters Avril Landsell
95/2  Australian Records Heather Garnsey
96/1 Military Ancestors Peter Boyden
96/2 The Times Divorce Index Annie Weare
97/1  Seeing It Through Their Eyes Michael Gandy
97/2  The Days of Horse Traffic Robert Barltrop
97/3  Fire Insurance Records David Hawkins
97/4 The Poor Law and the Parish Peter Park

97/5 Chelsea John Neal

97/6  Irish Records Bill Davis

98/1  Sourcesat the Public Record Office Simon Fowler
98/2 Lloyd George's 1910 Doomsday Census ~ Peter Park

98/3 Feltham Peter Watson
98/4 Letter Boxes John Smith

98/5 Chiswick and Brentford Christine Diwell
98/6 Hammersmith and Fulham Archives Jane Kimber
99/2 Mills of Heathland Eddie Menday
99/3  Irish Ancestorsin England Michael Gandy
99/4  Portobello its Past and People Shaaron Whetlor
99/5 Roundhead or Cavalier Col. I. Swinnerton
99/6  Railwaymen and their Records David Hawkins
00/1  Hillingdon Heritage Library Carolynne Cotton
01/1  Where There's A Will There’s A Row Jean Debney
01//2 Sex, Liesand Civil Registration Audrey Collins
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MORE ... SERVANTS IN THE CENSUS Liz Goodacre

In the last issue of the newsletter | was interested to read the summary of
Lewi s Ort on 0 s -keepihghn statélyohantes.siwghtreaalerst

who found this of interest might like to know of my own researcthen

topic, which was undertaken as part of the assessment processOpethne
University course | was studyingir®19 9, A St udy ComgnuniRya mi | vy
Hi s t (sadlyn Imger running. There are also two excelldmoks for

those wanting to read about country house servants.

| am a member of WMFHS because my family history revolves around
Chelsea; however, I live in Kingston, near Ham, where | saw the opportunity
for an irteresting research project. In the Ai@th century the National

Orphan Home for Girls was located on Ham Common, surrounded by many
large aristocratic homes, not least Ham House. The Orphan Home trained its
girls for a life in service, the majority of theleaving its care to enter service
by the age of 4. As a considerable number of the NOH Commitheenbers
were aristocrats and businessmen from the surrounding howseseld to

see how many of the girls went into their service. Didaiiéanthropy ofthe
Committee members and benefactors extend to takangirls into their

own employment?

| had to use the Minute Books of the Home as my main primary source, and
the census returns foB31, 61 and 71. There is not room here to go into the
details of tke research; suffice to say my thesis was not borne out. | found
only one girl from the Home in employment amongst the families | selected,
and that was with the one tradesman, the local butcher.

Lewis Orton found that the big houses he studied did notaakecal
servants; they could choose fAcareero
research concurs with this. Some of my families did take on very young boys

as pages, but in the houses | looked at the mean ages of the female servants
were as follows:

1851-26.6
1861-25.3
1871-22.3

Obviously I could not use place of birth in the census as an indicator of
A | o gidslaothey were orphans from far and wide. | tried to match up
names fronthe census returns for the Home with lists of inmates andrieave
in theMinute books, but without success. In the census returns for the local
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Housesone of the names except one male butler could be tracked across
more tharone census, so servarid not stay for long periodSome had
travelled tothe area withite families they worked for, and this | picked up
by noticingthat a servant had the same birth place as, say, the youngest
children.

| am well aware of the limitations of my research methods and of my sources
(all part of the learning experienjcd he Mirute Books which fascinated and
lured me when | first discovered them were incomplete. The gaps in the
information caused some problems. One of the lessons of the course was to
assess carefully the usefulness of your primary sources. | was so enthralled
by these massive books that | spent far too long reading them in the Local
History Library in Richmond without always focussing on what | was

looking for. Another time, with more leisure and less pressure to produce
results Iwill return. Fortunately | was #itable to gain some fascinating

insights into docal institution, and the thing for which | am most grateful is
that theresearch led me to two interesting books:

P. Horn(1975 The Rise and Fall of the Victorian Servant
Macmillan

J. Gerard1994) Courry House Life, Family and Servants
18151914, Blackwell

Reading these books gave some background to my research and allowed me
toset my own findings against the aut
claims that middle class employers were reluctane¢eouit local servants to

avoid the possibility of becoming the subject of local gossip; also that
"career"servants, that is those formally trained and in senior positions, were
morelikely to move around the country gaining experience. This may have
beenthe eventual outcome for the orphan girls of Ham.

However Horn believes that orphan girls entering service were at a
disadvantage as they had received their training within their own institution,

and the culture shock of working in a sumptuous home deattito

di fficulties for both employer and e
andinteresting read for anyone wanting an insight into this relationship.

| would love to know where the NDgirls went. Perhaps they were taken on
at cheap rates outsideetlocal area, because of their humble background.

Perhaps they did stay longer in their situations because they had nowhere
elseto go? The potential for continued research is immense. One day. . . !

Liz Goodacre, 57 Staunton Road, Kingston, Surrey K4 5
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SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS ON MICROFICHE

Monumental Inscriptions

The following transcriptions of monumental inscriptions for churchyards in the West

Middlesex area are available.

St NIcholag, SHEPPErton i &g il ats e S0 &0 il e os s b n s
St Mary Magdalene, Littleton . . . ... ... ...ttt ennnnn.

SEMEry T VIID BEATONES < .50 750t 0] o 5x8ere Keinda o5 aitp gt o cdusioradlos 1.

St Mary the Virgin, Harmondsworth . . . . ... ... ... ..........
BILSHIE- ISIEWORH, 5.5 5 & %05 8. Facrisss Sl e it bt 0 et
AlLSalnts, TAIOREIN. - « v gonsmin sumeisn sonriie sisss: oy b w55
LSRR o i e SRS e R S ey RS

Surname Indexes to the 1851 Census

Paddington (HO 107 7/ 1466-1467). - - i . i'vv v vvie vinieevivovie o
Set of two microfiche.

Kensington, Brompton, Hammersmith & Fulham (HO 107/1468-1471) . .
Four microfiche. These, together with the two for Paddington (above) cover
the whole of the Kensington RD

Chelsea: (HO Y07 / 14720474« 5 o wovs wwvie wtvogs svivin iseinie s
Three fiche. Covers the parish of St Luke, Chelsea

Brentford Registration District (HO 107/1698-1699) with Hampton
Sub-District (HO 107 1604 (part)) .......................
Three fiche. Includes the parishes of Heston, Isleworth, Twickenham,
Hampton, Teddington, Acton, Brentford, Ealing, Hanwell, Greenford,
Perivale and Chiswick

USBRAGE [THO TOTLVCTY . . vosmvsmos simoe s iieon i st i raissssion Soas e mia
Tiwo fiche. A complete index to the surnames, Christian names and ages for
the Uxbridge RD which covered the parishes of Cowley, Hayes, Harefield,
Hillingdon, Ickenham, Northolt, Norwood, Ruislip and Uxbridge

Staines (HO 107/1696). . . . . . . . . . i it e e
Tivo fiche. A complete index to the surnames, Christian names and ages for
the Staines RD which covered the parishes of Ashford, Cranford, East
Bedfont, Feltham, Hanworth, Harlington, Harmondsworth, Laleham,
Littleton, Shepperton, Stanwell, Staines and Sunbury

Indexes to the 1891 Census

Hamipton (RG12/616-018) 7-04% % S8 St S445% SUss s s
Tiwo fiche. Index of surnames, Christian names and ages for Hampton,
Hampton Wick and Teddington, which comprise the Hampton sub-district of
the Kingston RD

Overseas
£3.00
£1.75
£1.75
£3.00
£3.00
£3.00

£11.00

£3.00

£5.20

£4.00

£3.50

£3.00

£3.00

£3.00

All prices above include postage. Please indicate the number of each that you require, and send
your order with your name, address and payment (sterling only, cheques payable to West
Middlesex Family History Society) to: Mrs. M.M. Harris, “Stone Lea”, Mellors Lane, Holbrook,

Derbyshire DES6 0SY

It is suggested that UK members order from Mrs. Harris, not GENFAIR as you will then not

becharged VAT.
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PAST MEETINGS

November 6s talk AThe Late Victorian
entertaining, informative and detailed account of life at sea in the late 19th
century. As a boy he had been given a dbphotographs which included a
picture and newspapCondordadaredlost". Hib out a
father told him the ship had sunk with all hands. This began his interest in

his great uncle Percy and what happened to him and his ship. Witldtbe a

thebox6s contents, plus research among
research into the period, Michael was able to put together a picture of his
great unclebds | i fe and the backgroun

He discovered that his great grandmother, havifidiés husband, brought

up five sons on her own. Her son Percy joined the Royal Navy at a time
whenit was needed to protect the interests of the British Empire and its
trade.Officers, with private means, were often eccentric and captains had a
largeamount of autonomy. Most of the ships were based at Chatham. New
recruitswere trained on sailing ships and learned to become part of a team.
So manyof them got hernias from heaving on ropes that surgical support
makers in theports did a good trade.

Men were responsible for their own kit and mended their own clothing.

Crews were responsible for the maintenance and repair of their ship, and

work was always found for idle hands. One of the most detested jobs was

0 ¢ o adldading éoal into bunkei® fuel the ship on its next voyage. But

each ma was allowed a rum ration 0¥z of rum diluted with an equal

amount of water petty officers were allowed it neat. Favours could be paid

for from a mtabkiggerthedawour, thetlarggo nt he o6 swal |
hence the welknown expressions: tasters, sippers and gulpers.

After finishing his basic training, Percy was posted to Chatham. He became
aSeaman Gunner First Class 4/2inch gun had a range of five milesand
wasposted to th€ondor, the penultimate Navy ship to be fitted with a full

set ofsails: hercoal load would only lastfor’ad ay s 6 sHM&a mi ng.
Gamet, nowon show at Chaam, is identical to th€ondor.

Under Captain Sclater ti@ondorsailed in 1901, heading ftine Pacific.

She reached Panama on 27th March 1901. The navigator, Lieutenant
Winthrop, had contracted yellow fever and was put ashore and ten more of
the crew went down with the fever. The ship sailed on and arrived at
Vancouver Island on 28th ApriBD1, and was there quarantined and
fumigated. Captain Sclater wrote to the Admiralty about the way the ship
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was rolling- she had rolled to an angle of 40° rounding Cape Horn, and
waterwas not clearing from thdecks quickly, making her tdpeavy The
Admiralty wrote back saying the complaints were exaggerated. Winthrop
rejoined the ship on 5th May. Mrs Sclater had travelled out from England
andwas now lodging in Victoria, Vancouver Island.

TheCondorcarried out some patrols in the areantket sail on a longer
voyage; she was due to be away for four months with first port of call
Honolulu, Hawaii, after which she was due to go on to Pitcairn Island, where
the Bountymutineers had hidden. She never arrived. A storm had blown up
the night she sailed. Search parties covered the west coast of Vancouver
Island. A lifebelt and other wreckage was washed ashore and local Indians
found a clinketbuilt dinghy. In the local garrison church on Vancouver
Islandis a plaque in memory of théondor. Afterwards, the design of the

class ofship to which theCondor belonged was modified.

As usual, our December meeting was an enjoyable social gathering. The new
lectern, specially made in memory of past WMFHS Secretary Yvonne
Woodbridge, was on shoand Wendy Mott gave a talk about Yvonne and
thelectern. This was followed by Toni Davies speaking on Christmas
curiositiesand traditions. As usual, members contributed a wonderful
assortment dbuffet food.

In January 2003 teacher of local hist&ileen Bowilt talked to us about the
history of the village of Harefield, in North West Middlesex. There is still a
lot of open land around Harefield atigere are still working farmsnow
owned by the Borough of Hillingdonin the area. There is alsogood
survivalof some of the large houses built by prominent{anaing

families: theNewdigates, Breakspears, Ashbys and Cookes.

The village itself seems to have spread uphill from the mediaeval church of
StMary - now somewhat isolatedand is nev centred on a crossroads at the

top of the hill, where standséh Ki ngos Ar ms 700andoneexi st e
one of fifteen licensed premises in the village. Inside the church is the
imposing tomb of Alice, Dowager Countess of Derby, in Elizabethdmn gar
andwith flowing hair. Originally a Spencer of Althorp, she married as her
seconchusband Sir Thomas Egerton, who lived in the Manor Huse

gong nearthe church and #re entertained Elizabeth | i802. The
Countesgersonally knew the poets Bednd Spenser and John Milton, and
perhapsalso Shakespeare. She left money for Aimshouses to béthailt
werebuilt just after 1637), which still stand but are now empty. A Georgian
mansion, Harefield Place, built by Lord Newdigate, has been codvette

offices and stands surrounded by a golf club; Brakespears House, now empty,
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belonged to the Brakespears, who came to the area in the Middle Ages.
Nicholas Brakespear, the only English Pope, may have come from a branch
of this family. Anoter famous resident tiie house was V8. Gilbert of
Gilbertand Sullivan fame. \Wle there he wrot&¥eoman of the Guard
possiblyinspired by a poster for the Tower of London he saw whilst waiting
atUxbridge Station.

Harefield Mansion was built circe/10 and belonged to the Cooke family.

The ancient Mor Hall, demolished in the 1960was a building which

bel onged to the Knights of St John,
Brackerbury Farm was originally a moatéarm and housed stewards loé t
Manor; Copt Hall Farm is a timbdéramed building, and Crows Nest Farm,
Highway Farm and Coney Farane also ancient. Willow Farrin one of its
fieldsthe fritillery was first seenLangleys Farm and Bourd&arm were on

the Brakespear Estate.

Another resident of Harefield was Count Bruhl from Saxony, who was

interested in science and astronomy, built his own observatory, and invited
George lll, who was also interested in science, to supper. In 1699 Gregory

King, a statistician (hecalledstas t i cs fApol i tical arith
census of Harefield people, which can be viewed at the PRO; his notebooks

are at London Metropolitan Archives.

Despite the enclosures of 18X large village green was set aside for the

recreation oftheep| e of Hareyed. Wi th the cor
Canal i n the 17905, and with the pro
became quite an industrial centre. Amongst several industrial concerns, the
Mines Royal Copper Company owned copper mills whbe metal was

rolled into sheets for coppdottomed sailing ships. When iron ships came

in the mill became a paper mill, then an asbestos works till the 1920s. Mines
Royal House, the mill managerhouse of the 1780s, still stands. Another

mill, Blue Jacks Mill, is now a restaurant, and the old Fisheries Inn still
standdeside the River Colne.

DID YOU KNOW?

If an unmarried mother has her baby in the Workhouse the child may
bebaptised at the church local to the Workhouse.
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ANSWERS TO CHRISTMAS QUIZ

On (G b O I

18.
19.
20.
21

22.
23;
24,
25;

1066 Battle of Hastings

365 Days in a Year

8 English Kings Named Henry
1815 Battle of Waterloo

100 Years in a Century

64 Years of Queen Victoria's
Reign

1953 Queen Elizabeth
Crowned

. 26 Letters in the Alphabet
. 240 Old Pence in a Pound
10.
11:
12
13.
14,
15:
16.
17.

1588 Spanish Armada

7 Colours in the Rainbow

21 Spots on a Dice

3 Men in a Boat

7 Days in a Week

13 Baker’s Dozen

4 Horsemen of the Apocalypse

25 Years Silver Wedding
Anniversary

8 Tentacles on an Octopus
5 Gold Rings
2001 a Space Odyssey

154 Sonnets by William
Shakespeare

1760 Yards in a Mile
90 Degrees in a Right Angle

60 Seconds in a Minute

64 Squares on a Draughts
Board

26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32,
33
34.

35:
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

4].
42,
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
60.

1837 Civil Registration
(England & Wales) Began

18 Holes on a Golf Course
6 Geese a Laying
3 Coins in the Fountain

1953 Edmund Hilary
Conquered (or Climbed)
Everest

7 Wonders of the World
5 Fingers on Each Hand
1754 Hardwicke’s Marriage Act

1538 Commencement of
Parish Registers

3 Blind Mice

6 Wives of Henry Eighth

4 Quarts in a Gallon

1977 Queen's Silver Jubilee
12 Days of Christmas

7 Swans a Swimming (printed
as ‘6")

3 Feet in a Yard

4 Calling Birds

10 Green Bottles

9 Planets in the Solar System
1660 Restoration of Monarchy
] Horn on a Unicorn

11 Players in a Football Team
8 Maids a Milking

1914 First World War Broke Out
1666 Great Fire of London

I'must apologise for the ‘typo’ at no.40, but am sure most of you spotted it!

I hope you enjoyed solving the clues without too much mind boggling.
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EDITOR®& NOTES

Congratulabns to member Chris Hern on being awarded the MBE in the
New Year 6s Honours List.

Deadlines for the quarterly issueswiMFHS journal are:
15 January; 15 April; 15 July; 15 October

DID YOU KNOW?

Church Bells

Church bells have played an important role in tfeedf a community since
the 8th century. They were used to summon the faithful to worslghrate
baptisms, weddings and feast days, give news of Royal birthgl@mnals
national victories, and were tolled on the occasion of the death of a

parish oner: Ot hree times threed upon th
t wod upon the death of a woman, foll
age.

In addition there was specifically the curfew bell, which originally warned
villagers to cover the fiiein their thatched cottages before retiring to bed at
the end of the day.

Individual bells were often inscribed with an appropriate prayer or text, and
perhaps dedicated to a saint. Like ships, they were always referred to as

female. The tenor bell idpperHardres in Kent was made byiMam Daw

of London in the |l ate 14th century a
am the resounding rose of the worl d

At the Reformation a great number of bells were silenced or removed but
many were restored during the Elizabethan period and more were cast.
Inscriptions on Tudor and PeReformation bells tend to be secular in
character, usually in English and often incorporating the name of the
bellfouncer and the names of bendfas

Annuitants

When someone has fAannuitant agai nst
althoughthis may mean they have an income from investments, it may
alternativelymean they are receiving a small pension from a family they

worked for as &ervant for a log period, or from a commercial company

with whom theywere employed.
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NEW MEMBERS

The Society welcomes all new members. The list below comprises those from
whom surname interest forms had been received at the time this issue of the
Journal was prepared. Thaterests themselves are listed on the following

pages.
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